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How to Start a Film Festival in Your Church

Movies can be a fun and effective way to initiate spiritual discussions.

By JoHannah Reardon

I was a child of the ’60s. Although I wasn’t raised in the church, I had friends who had to sneak out of the house to watch The Sound of Music in the theater. When I was 16, the prohibition of sex, language, and violence in Hollywood was lifted. I remember how I sat in shock watching The Graduate, crumbling my G-rated world forever. 

Times have changed. 

It has taken an entire generation of Christians to accept and even embrace the modern film industry. Most of us have realized that for better or worse, the film industry is here to stay. 

Out of this attitude, a new idea is emerging: Instead of spending all our time railing against something we cannot change, why don’t we use film to communicate the truth of God’s Word to a hurting world? 

A great way to do this is to hold a film festival at your church. To make this kind of festival a success, we consulted with Bryan Zug of Harambee Church in South Seattle, Washington, and David Taylor of Hope Chapel in Austin, Texas, who have successfully hosted film festivals at their churches. They offer the following insights on how churches can use film wisely and effectively. 

Talk to Your Church Leadership

Although Christians today are generally far more receptive to movies than they were 50 years ago, questions remain about the validity of film in the church, and rightly so. Individuals view the matter quite differently, from those who watch only G-rated films to those who watch almost anything. The last thing you want to do is create a battle over this in your church. 

The place to start is with your church leadership. If you are considering having a film festival in your church, you will want to make sure it fits in with the culture and goals of your congregation. If you are an inner-city church full of 20-somethings, you will probably have an easier time promoting this idea than if you are a rural church full of mostly retired people. Carefully think through why a film festival would be a good idea and back it up with Scripture. The church leadership will need to see that you want to use film to engage the church in a spiritual discussion and not just as a gimmick to be edgy and contemporary. If your church leadership is not behind the idea of a film festival, consider having a private party in your home instead, where you invite a few friends and neighbors.

Decide on a Name and Your Goals

Come up with both a name and goals for your festival. Brainstorm names that would attract people to your event. Depending on your target audience, “Faith and Film Weekend” or “Movies and Theology Night” may work well. Also, think through clear-cut goals for the event. Do you want to challenge a person’s view of movies or just provide entertainment? Do you want it to be family friendly or an adult discussion only? Do you want to provide a gathering point for church members or use it as an outreach? Are you going to show the entire film or just clips of the film to discuss? 

Find Your Stance on Ratings

Establish some ground rules about how to deal with movie ratings. At Taylor’s church, they have no age limits on who can attend. Instead, they let parents determine what they think is best for their children to watch. Also, when he is showing a movie clip in a talk or discussion, he always makes sure it is a PG-rated clip no matter what the rating of the movie. Zug’s church, on the other hand, relies heavily on the movie’s rating. For example, if a film is R-rated, they discourage those under 17 from attending by making it clear who the movie is for. 

Prepare the Discussion Leaders

It’s vital to have good discussion leaders. Those guiding the conversation need to know how to keep it going rather than killing it. Any good discussion is dependent upon the questions; however, you can destroy a great question by providing an answer before people have had a chance to talk. If a leader pushes his or her ideas without allowing others to express their points of view, the leader will not win them to his or her side but will simply discourage them from speaking what they think. 

In fact, encourage leaders to avoid giving their opinion until the end of the discussion. The leader should be willing to let God’s Word and Spirit be the ultimate teacher. Leaders should refrain from giving pat, simplistic answers but instead encourage people to further study God’s Word for the truth. God is full of mystery, and we should not be too anxious to make everything fit into our theological paradigm. As leaders, we need to allow God’s Word to challenge our presuppositions too.

Make sure to keep the discussion on track. Allow discussion while making sure it stays on the subject. If it wanders, gently bring it back. 

Finally, communicate love, not judgment. Group members will not want to answer questions honestly if they are ridiculed or shot down for their answers. In fact, they may not even come back. Look for ways to show you care about the person and not just a right answer. 

Work Out the Details

Do you want to show the movie in the sanctuary or in the educational wing? Do you want everyone sitting at tables or theater style? Will you provide refreshments? How will you publicize the event? Are you going to provide childcare? If you are going to use it as an outreach, do you want to provide follow-up? How much time will you allow for the discussion? Will it be a one-night event, an entire weekend, or a regular occurrence? 

You need permission to show movies, even short clips, in your church. The licensing system works a lot like the CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International) license many churches purchase to print or project song lyrics. CCLI has partnered with Motion Picture Licensing Corporation (MPLC) to offer a service especially for churches. Church Video Licensing International (CVLI) offers an “umbrella license” for an annual fee. You can show authorized titles from MPLC’s long list of big studios (including Sony, Warner Brothers, and Disney) and from a growing list of Christian movie producers. This license covers film showing as long as no admission fee is charged and the title is not advertised to the general public. See below for contact information.

Finally, you will need to choose which movies to show. CHRISTIANBIBLESTUDIES.COM offers discussion guides on many popular movies and connects those movies to biblical issues like relationships, families, redemption, and overcoming difficulties. The purpose of these guides is to help people “think Christianly” about what they see in the movies, the most powerful media of our time. 

By hosting a film festival and guiding meaningful discussions about the spiritual themes portrayed in movies, your church can broaden understanding and faith while combating the cultural messages that contradict Scripture.

JoHannah Reardon is an associate editor for ChristianBibleStudies.com.
Movie licensing information. 

Licensing fees are based on church size and can be granted over the phone. 

CVLI (Church Video Licensing International)
Phone: 1.888.771.2854
Web site: http://www.cvli.org
MPLC (Motion Picture Licensing Corporation)
5455 Centinela Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066-6970. 
Phone: 310.822.8855 or 1.800.462.8855
Web site: http://www.mplc.com
E-mail: info@mplc.com
Movie Discussion Guides:

http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/movies/
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	Discussion Guide

A Beautiful Mind

An Oscar-winning drama about love, ambition, and paranoia.

A Beautiful Mind, which won the 2001 Best Picture Academy Award, is based on the true story of John Nash, a Nobel Prize-winning mathematician. Nash graduated from Princeton after developing a revolutionary economic theory, and quickly became embroiled in what seemed to be a mysterious government conspiracy that would test his view of life, his inner strength, and his wife’s love.

This study will help you discuss the deeper themes of the movie. Where does logic and love intersect? What does John Nash learn about community and self-reliance? How does the movie portray the power of temptation?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
A Beautiful Mind  (Universal Studios, 2001), directed by Ron Howard, screenplay by Akiva Goldsman from a story by Sylvia Nasar, rated PG-13 for intense thematic material, sexual content, and a scene of violence
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Movie Summary

John Nash (Russell Crowe) is a brilliant mathematics doctoral student feeling the pressures of Princeton’s high-stakes, competitive academia. His ambition to succeed and gain recognition drives him to near-obsession as he attempts to find an original theory that will ensure him top employment placing.

When he arrives at a groundbreaking discovery that “flies in the face of 150 years of economic theory,” his future plans are locked. He accepts the most-desired position among his class and winds up on the cover of Forbes. His work also attracts the attention of the U.S. Department of Defense and the mysterious William Parcher (Ed Harris), who recruits him to break communist codes and save America from nuclear danger.

As his work with the government becomes more dangerous and demanding, Nash falls in love with a beautiful student, Alicia (Jennifer Connelly). After they wed, their happiness is cut short when Nash becomes dominated by paranoia and fear that the communists are after him for his code breaking. 

(Warning: Story spoilers below.)

Eventually, Alicia realizes that John’s paranoia and fear comes not from reality but from schizophrenia that has caused him to invent people and events—including Parcher and his involvement with the Defense Department.

When medical solutions fail to help John stay rooted in reality and be himself, Alicia and John choose to fight his mental disorder with love, fellowship, and self-control.

—For more coverage of A Beautiful Mind, visit www.christianitytoday.com/movies/reviews/beautifulmind.html 
Rated PG-13
This film includes intense thematic material, gunplay, and one scene of domestic violence. There is also sexual content in the form of discussions about intercourse.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

1. Community and Self-reliance

2. Love

3. Temptations and Self-control

1. Community and Self-reliance
(1 Corinthians 12:12; 2 Corinthians 1:8–11; Isaiah 41:10; 2 Corinthians 12:10)

(Warning: Spoilers included in this theme discussion.)

John’s breakthrough theory, the Nash Equilibrium, suggests that it is often best for the greater good of the community if individuals, instead of competing for what they each most desire, settle for something else so that everyone gets a fair share.

[Q]
While John makes his mark by proposing a theory based on communities working together, how do his own interactions and actions contradict it? How do they support it?

[Q]
What do you think of the Nash Equilibrium? 

[Q]
How does it compare to and contrast Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 12:12?

[Q]
Does this theory have any other special resonance to Christians? 


Leader’s note: Answers may include the commandment to love others (Matthew 22:39) and a dedication to care for widows and orphans (James 1:27).

[Q]
How does John’s view and practice of social interaction change throughout the film? 


Leader’s note: John is relentlessly focused on work at Princeton and in his early career. He doesn’t think of others or interact much. In the end, the social environment of Princeton helps to heal John. In fact, his wife is most assured of his progress when she sees him mentoring students.

[Q]
In the face of John’s mental illness, Alicia seeks medical help, but in the end, they both choose to fight it themselves. Is this self-reliance wise?

Read 2 Corinthians 1:8–11 and Isaiah 41:10.

[Q]
How might the film have been different if John and Alicia had viewed their hardships in light of these two passages?

Read 2 Corinthians 12:10.

[Q]
In what ways can Christians live out the trust and reliance on God that Paul expresses in this verse?

2. Love
(1 Peter 4:8; 1 Corinthians 13:1–9; John 15:13)

When John proposes to Alicia, he asks her how she knows she’s in love. He seeks proof. She uses logic to explain that sometimes, you just have to rely on reasoned belief. 

Scene to Watch:

John proposes to Alicia (Elapsed time: 0.52.45–0.54.00)
[Q]
Why do you think John and Alicia love each other? Why were they first attracted to each other? How did their love change over the course of the film?

[Q]
In what ways do you agree or disagree with Alicia’s argument for love?

[Q]
Why do you think John, a mathematician, buys her argument?

[Q]
In what ways do humans often try to prove love? Is it healthy or unhealthy to try to prove love? Explain.

[Q]
What proof do Christians have of God’s love? How do we know God loves us?

In the film’s final scene, Nash delivers a moving speech at the Nobel Prize ceremony, in which he honors his wife. He says that while he formerly believed in numbers, his investigation of logic led him to realize true logic is only found in love.

Scene to Watch:

John’s Nobel Prize speech (Elapsed time: 2.05.20–2.06.40)

[Q]
How do you interpret John’s comment that “It is only in the mysterious equations of love that any logical reason can be found”? How does or doesn’t this apply to God?

[Q]
Do you feel there is logic or reason to love?

[Q]
How is John’s view of love different at the end of the film than at the beginning?

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4–9.

[Q]
How is Alicia a model of love according to this verse? Are there any ways that she isn’t?

[Q]
Alicia admits that she feels at times like she stays with John out of obligation, which causes her to feel guilt and rage at both John and God. Are these feelings wrong? Can they exist in the midst of love? Why or why not?

Read John 15:13 and 1 Peter 4:8.
[Q]
In what ways do each of these verses play out in the relationship of John and Alicia?

[Q]
Alicia makes sacrifices for John. Does he for her? How does the film portray his love?

At one point, Nash wonders what life is about other than work and accomplishment. Alicia says, “It’s life, John. Activities are available. Just add meaning.” 

[Q]
What do you think of Alicia’s advice?

[Q]
How does John do this? How does it change the rest of his life?

[Q]
How does this apply to what 1 Corinthians 13:1–3 says about doing anything without love?

[Q]
What implications does this idea have for your life?

3. Temptations and Self-control
(Philippians 4:8–9; Galatians 5:23; 2 Peter 1:3–9; Proverbs 25:28)

(Warning: Spoilers included in this theme discussion.)

In the final conversation between John and friend Martin Hansen, Martin asks John if he still wrestles with his delusions. John says he does but then explains that he keeps them at bay by ignoring them: “As with all our dreams and nightmares, I think we have to feed them to keep them alive.”

Scene to Watch:

John and Mark talk about John’s delusions (Elapsed time: 1.58.20–1.59.25)

[Q]
How do you think John previously fed his “nightmares”?

[Q]
Each imagined personality of John’s seems to have specific characteristics or roles they played in John’s subconscious. What are some that you noticed? 


Leader’s notes: Parcher provided adventure, danger, a sense of importance, and an excuse to remain distant from relationships. Charles provided a counter to Parcher in giving John a friend, a confidant, and a reminder to be social and to relax. Marcee provided unconditional love, comfort, and childlike admiration.

[Q]
Why were these characteristics so tempting to John? 

[Q]
How can these mainly attractive qualities become negative temptations?

[Q]
John says he has to put his mind “on a diet.” What do you think this means? 


Leader’s notes: Stephen L. Carter wrote for Christianity Today that John rejects tempting delusions the same way dieters force themselves to ignore or reject tempting foods. 

[Q]
How is this mental diet comparable to what Christians are called to do?

Read Proverbs 25:28.

[Q]
How was John like a city with broken-down walls?

[Q]
How does this verse relate to John’s comment about feeding desires? 

Read Galatians 5:23 and 2 Peter 1:3–9.

[Q]
How can Christians increase self-control according to these verses? 


Leader’s notes: The NIV Study Bible (Zondervan) says these virtues are “produced by the Holy Spirit, and not by the mere moral discipline of trying to live by the law. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit produces Christian virtues in the believer’s life.”
[Q]
What does this mean for the Christian facing temptation? 


Leader’s notes: Believers should pray for protection against temptation or increased self-control.

Read Philippians 4:8–9.

[Q]
What implications does this verse have about feeding our “dreams and nightmares”?

[Q]
What are some ways Christians can control their thoughts and improve their character to implement Philippians 4: 8–9?

As the Credits Roll

(Warning: Spoilers included below.)
[Q]
Parcher says that “conviction is a luxury of those on the sidelines.” Do you agree? Why or why not? Why would John’s subconscious tell him this?

[Q]
Charles tells John, “Mathematics will never lead you to a higher truth.” Why would John’s subconscious be persuading him to believe this?

[Q]
How is John’s attitude toward intellect in the first half of the film? In what ways does that change?

[Q]
Name a character you can identify with. Why?

[Q]
Name some aspects of the movie that either encouraged or discouraged your faith.

[Q]
What additional themes or messages did you notice in the movie?

—Study by Todd Hertz, associate editor of Campus Life.
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	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Leader’s Guide

Schindler’s List

A drama about the abuse of power, the horror of unbridled evil, and the difference one man can make.

Schindler’s List stars Liam Neeson as Oskar Schindler, a wartime profiteer who aims to make a fortune off the plight of the oppressed Jews and the prosperity of their Nazi oppressors. He succeeds, but he eventually comes to value human life more than riches, exchanging his wealth for the safety of those he had sought to exploit.

This discussion guide looks at the movie’s themes of rampant evil, the character of heroism, the quandary of human suffering, and salvation.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Schindler’s List (Universal, 1993), directed by Steven Spielberg, based on the novel by Thomas Keneally, screenplay by Steven Zaillian, rated R for intense violence, language, and sexual content.
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Movie Summary

Oskar Schindler (Liam Neeson) is an opportunist, and the Second World War has offered him a great opportunity to attain wealth. He takes over an abandoned enamelware factory in Krakow, Poland. Since he knows nothing about making crockery, he hires a Jewish accountant named Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley) to handle the business for him. He employs Jews because he can pay them minimal wages. Then, as a member of the Nazi party, Schindler endears himself to the Nazi elite to gain their business. High demand plus low costs equals great profit, and Schindler makes a fortune.

But Schindler is not blind to the atrocities of war that surround him. He witnesses the mass slaughter of men, women, and children when the Jewish ghetto in Krakow is “cleansed.” He interacts with the sadistic Amon Goeth (Ralph Fiennes), who makes sport of his prisoners in the nearby concentration camp in Plaszow. Soon, Schindler no longer employs Jews for his own profit but harbors them from the Nazi peril in his factory haven. By the end of the war, he has spent his fortune employing over 1,100 Jews and bribing suspicious German officials to look the other way.

In the end, this one-time opportunist does not bemoan his loss of riches but rather that he did not do as much as he could to save more lives.

Rated PG-13
This film is inappropriate for young viewers because of its graphic violence, coarse language, nudity, and sex. The violence is especially excessive, displaying the horror of the holocaust. As such, the film plays like a documentary, with the camera simply capturing what happened.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

4. Evil

5. Heroism

6. Salvation

1. Evil
(Mark 7:20–23; Romans 3:9–18, 8:7–8; John 3:16–18; Matthew 5:38–48)

The Nazi regime defines evil in many of our minds. Nothing can be worse than calling someone a Nazi. Schindler’s List demonstrates that evil. 

At the beginning of the movie, 10,000 Jews are forced out of their homes to be shipped off to Krakow. As we observe people taunt the Jews, our discomfort grows. This is just the beginning of the atrocities we know they will suffer, but already our stomachs are turning. 

As the liquidation of the ghetto takes place, thousands of armed German soldiers run through the streets of Krakow, randomly pulling Jews from their houses to kill them, raid their homes and steal their belongings. Surviving Jews are sent to concentration camps, where they face horrendous suffering and death. 

Scene to Watch: The Nazis begin to liquidate the ghetto.
(Elapsed time: 00:56:56–01:13:12. Warning: This scene contains extremely graphic violence and obscenity.)

[Q]
How did you see evil displayed in this film? Who were the perpetrators of evil? 

[Q]
How did it make you feel to watch the evil actions in the film?

[Q] Why is the girl in the red coat in the film? 

Leader’s Note:  It can be difficult to wrap our minds around evil when it comes to us by way of statistics and faceless masses, but by focusing on one person, we, and Schindler, are moved.

[Q]
What does it mean to be evil? What makes a word or deed evil?


Leader’s Note: The American Heritage Dictionary defines evil as “morally bad or wrong; causing ruin, injury, or pain.”

About midway through the film, Schindler says to Stern, “War brings out the worst in people.”

[Q]
What does this quote suggest? Are people inherently good or bad?

Read Mark 7:20–23; Romans 3:9–18, 8:7–8.

[Q]
What does God say about the human heart—is it inherently good or bad?

Read John 3:16–18.

[Q]
Is any sin too great for God to forgive? Did Christ die for even those as evil as Amon Goeth, the commander of the concentration camp in Plaszow? How does that make you feel?

Read Matthew 5:38–48.

[Q]
Is any evil too great for you to forgive? Would you forgive Amon Goeth if he killed someone you loved? Why or why not?

[Q]
How does Christ command us in these verses to respond to evil? 

[Q]
How is this response different from a more common-sense reaction? Why is it more effective at defeating evil?

2. Heroism
(1 Peter 1:14–16; Ephesians 2:1–10; John 10:14–18)

Just as the Nazi regime represents evil, those who stand against it represent good. When we observe Oskar Schindler moving beyond his monetary concerns to caring about the people, we root him on. 

Oskar originally begins a factory for monetary purposes only. He sees Jews as cheap labor and trains them to make pots and pans in his factory. Because it keeps them out of the camps, the Jewish workers are grateful to Oskar for the jobs. Later, at his own expense and at his own risk, Schindler creates a haven for the Jews by constructing an outpost of the labor camp, which in reality is a safe haven from the sinister Goeth.

Scene to Watch:
A woman comes to ask Schindler for help in bringing her parents to work at his factory, which she calls “a haven.”
(Elapsed time: 01:31:56–01:38:30. Warning: Scene contains graphic violence.)

[Q]
What is a hero? What must a person do to be a hero? What must he or she be like?


Leader’s Note: The dictionary defines a hero as: “A person noted for feats of courage or nobility of purpose, especially one who has risked or sacrificed his or her life.”

[Q]
Was Oskar Schindler a hero? Why or why not?

Schindler was not sinless. For instance, the film frankly depicts his habitual unfaithfulness to his wife, whom he abandoned about ten years after the war.

[Q]
Can Schindler rightly be called a hero when he committed such grievous sins? Why or why not?

[Q]
Does the good outweigh the bad? Does Schindler’s act of saving 1,100 lives make up for his many acts of adultery? Why or why not?

Read 1 Peter 1:14–16.

[Q]
What are God’s standards for heroism? What does he demand of people to be good?

[Q]
Are God’s standards possible to achieve by our own methods? Can we ever be good enough to be declared good by him? Why or why not?

Read Ephesians 2:1–10.

[Q]
How do we become good, then?

Early in the film, Schindler is hiring Jews merely as cheap labor, and Stern is the one heroically selecting his fellow Jews—even forging paperwork—to save them. In fact, nearly halfway through the film, Schindler chides Stern for doing this, telling him that harboring Jews is dangerous to him.

[Q]
Why did Schindler turn heroic? What influences caused him to begin purposely saving Jews?

[Q]
It is one thing to help someone when it is convenient, and another if it involves sacrifice. Why did Schindler spend his fortune—consigning himself to poverty—to protect the lives of others? What motivated him to do it? What was in it for him?

The archetypal hero is Jesus Christ. All other heroes resemble him in part, but never wholly.

Read John 10:14–18.

[Q]
How is Jesus unlike any other hero? What sets him apart? What was his motivation to help, heal, and save people?
3. Salvation
(Romans 8:31–39; John 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18)

Toward the end of the movie, as the Russians are advancing, the decision is made to evacuate all the Jews from Plaszow to a different camp.  We see a change in Schindler in that he is willing to spend his vast fortune to construct a new factory further west. He bargains with Goeth for Jewish workers to staff it. With Stern’s help he makes a list of names, “Schindler’s List,” which includes more than 1,100 men, women, and children. No longer is he concerned with making money. His sole purpose is to save the Jews.

Early in the film (DVD side one, beginning at about 00:40:00), Stern brings a one-armed machinist into Schindler’s office to thank him for his job. The machinist says to Schindler, “God bless you, sir. You are a good man.” On the way out of the office, he says to Stern, “He saved my life.”

Scene to Watch:
Stern invites a one-armed worker to thank Schindler.
(Elapsed time: 00:39:16–00:44:13. Warning: Scene contains an obscenity and a scene of graphic violence.) 
[Q]
Was this man’s salvation by Schindler permanent? Was his life spared from all harm forever? What happened to him shortly afterward? 


Leader’s Note: He was shot dead.

[Q]
Will not each person whom Schindler saved die eventually? Why save them then?

Read Romans 8:31–39.

[Q]
Is the salvation of those who believe in Christ temporary or permanent?

The ring the Jews gave to Schindler was inscribed with a saying from the Talmud (a collection of Jewish writings): “Whoever saves one life saves the world entire.”

[Q]
What does this saying mean?

[Q]
Did Schindler save the entire world?

[Q]
Does this saying ably describe what Christ did to save the entire world? Why or why not?

Read John 3:16 and 1 Peter 3:18.

[Q]
What is the difference between what Christ did and what Schindler did? Whose sacrifice for salvation was more costly? Whose salvation is more effective? Whose salvation is available to all people?

As the Credits Roll

[Q]
Why do you think the film was shot in black and white? What would the film have lost or gained if it were in color? Why?

[Q]
The film’s epilogue depicted 128 of the still-living “Schindler Jews,” plus Emilie Schindler, visiting Schindler’s gravesite. Why? What was the scene meant to convey? Was it important? How would the film have been different without this scene?

[Q]
What other major themes did you see in the movie?

[Q]
How did watching the movie affect your faith, help you see truth in a new way, or convict you in a new way? 

[Q]
Would you say this is an important film? Why or why not?

—Study by Keith Howland, a freelance writer living in Pennsylvania 

[image: image4.jpg]Movie
Discussion

Specialty Series





	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Participant’s Guide

Schindler’s List

A drama about the abuse of power, the horror of unbridled evil, and the difference one man can make.

Schindler’s List stars Liam Neeson as Oskar Schindler, a wartime profiteer who aims to make a fortune off the plight of the oppressed Jews and the prosperity of their Nazi oppressors. He succeeds, but he eventually comes to value human life more than riches, exchanging his wealth for the safety of those he had sought to exploit.

This discussion guide looks at the movie’s themes of rampant evil, the character of heroism, the quandary of human suffering, and salvation.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Schindler’s List (Universal, 1993), directed by Steven Spielberg, based on the novel by Thomas Keneally, screenplay by Steven Zaillian, rated R for intense violence, language, and sexual content.
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Movie Summary

Oskar Schindler (Liam Neeson) is an opportunist, and the Second World War has offered him a great opportunity to attain wealth. He takes over an abandoned enamelware factory in Krakow, Poland. Since he knows nothing about making crockery, he hires a Jewish accountant named Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley) to handle the business for him. He employs Jews because he can pay them minimal wages. Then, as a member of the Nazi party, Schindler endears himself to the Nazi elite to gain their business. High demand plus low costs equals great profit, and Schindler makes a fortune.

But Schindler is not blind to the atrocities of war that surround him. He witnesses the mass slaughter of men, women, and children when the Jewish ghetto in Krakow is “cleansed.” He interacts with the sadistic Amon Goeth (Ralph Fiennes), who makes sport of his prisoners in the nearby concentration camp in Plaszow. Soon, Schindler no longer employs Jews for his own profit but harbors them from the Nazi peril in his factory haven. By the end of the war, he has spent his fortune employing over 1,100 Jews and bribing suspicious German officials to look the other way.

In the end, this one-time opportunist does not bemoan his loss of riches but rather that he did not do as much as he could to save more lives.

Rated PG-13
This film is inappropriate for young viewers because of its graphic violence, coarse language, nudity, and sex. The violence is especially excessive, displaying the horror of the holocaust. As such, the film plays like a documentary, with the camera simply capturing what happened.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

1. Evil
(Mark 7:20–23; Romans 3:9–18, 8:7–8; John 3:16–18; Matthew 5:38–48)

The Nazi regime defines evil in many of our minds. Nothing can be worse than calling someone a Nazi. Schindler’s List demonstrates that evil. 

2. Heroism
(1 Peter 1:14–16; Ephesians 2:1–10; John 10:14–18)

Just as the Nazi regime represents evil, those who stand against it represent good. When we observe Oskar Schindler moving beyond his monetary concerns to caring about the people, we root him on. 

3. Salvation
(Romans 8:31–39; John 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18)

Toward the end of the movie, as the Russians are advancing, the decision is made to evacuate all the Jews from Plaszow to a different camp.  We see a change in Schindler in that he is willing to spend his vast fortune to construct a new factory further west. He bargains with Goeth for Jewish workers to staff it. With Stern’s help he makes a list of names, “Schindler’s List,” which includes more than 1,100 men, women, and children. No longer is he concerned with making money. His sole purpose is to save the Jews.

—Study by Keith Howland, a freelance writer living in Pennsylvania.
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	Discussion Guide

Million Dollar Baby

A drama about a boxing coach struggling to maintain his faith in a God who does not seem to answer his prayers, and a young woman who boxes as a way of overcoming her wounded past.

Million Dollar Baby tells the dark, despairing tale of a boxing coach’s struggle with faith. When he pours his heart into the personal struggle of a young female boxer, tragedy strikes, and he is put to the test: to do what his priest suggests, or to take matters into his own hands.

This study will look at the movie’s themes of finding meaning through our talents, facing bitter trials, and learning what it means to love others.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Million Dollar Baby  (Warner Brothers, 2004), directed by Clint Eastwood, screenplay by Paul Haggis, based on the short stories of F.X. Toole, rated PG-13 for violence, disturbing images and thematic material, and strong language.
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Movie Summary

Million Dollar Baby looks like a boxing movie, but at its heart, it is the story of a spiritually frustrated man. Frankie Dunn (Clint Eastwood) is a boxing trainer and “cut man.” When a fighter is wounded, Frankie steps into the ring, wipes up the blood, resets broken bones, and gauges how much more the fighter can take.

Frankie may be good at patching up others’ wounds, but he can’t stop his own cuts from bleeding. At night, he kneels, weighed down by the burden of regrets, and asks God to heal his wounds. He attends daily mass, but instead of voicing his deepest conflict, he harasses an exasperated priest with dogmatic questions about the Trinity and the Immaculate Conception. And while he spends his weeks counseling fighters about how to move their feet, his vocabulary becomes a kind of poetry describing his struggle to protect himself in internal fights he can’t win on his own. Ultimately, when Frankie and his partner, Scrap-Iron (Morgan Freeman), talk about boxing, they’re talking about survival. “Everybody’s got a particular number of fights in ‘em,” says Scrap. “Nobody knows what that number is.”

It’s a familiar plotline—the grizzled old pro being convinced to take a gamble on a longshot. That longshot is Maggie Fitzgerald (Hilary Swank), a young woman from backwoods “Missourah” desperate to escape her “trailer-trash” past by chasing her dream of being a fighter. Frankie thinks girlfights are “the latest freak show,” but the last fighter he trained betrayed him, and that’s only added to his feelings of failure as a father figure. There’s no suspense in whether he’ll take Maggie on; we know they’re a perfect match. What we don’t know is just how intimately we’ll get to know them, and how hard a road they’ll travel together.

Rated PG-13
Million Dollar Baby deserves its PG-13 rating. Frankie and the company he keeps are a foul-mouthed bunch, and even Frankie’s priest uses profanity. The boxing footage is unflinchingly, realistically violent and at times bloody. Frankie is a “cut man,” and we watch him treating some nasty wounds. The subject matter at the conclusion is grim, life-and-death material that could easily upset younger viewers. 

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

7. Finding Meaning by Using Our Talents

8. Facing Trials

9. Valuing Life Through Loving Others

1. Finding Meaning by Using Our Talents
(Daniel 1:8,12,13,15; 2 Peter 1:2–11; John 15:1–8) 

Maggie’s desire is to excel in her talents. Frankie believes training a woman to box is a waste of time; he needs to step back and see the potential in a larger, more inclusive perspective. He agrees to train Maggie and helps her reach for her dreams. He develops a relationship in which he learns as much as she does, and he is humbled along the way.

Scenes to watch: 
Maggie’s request that Frankie train her to fight 
(elapsed time 00:02:59​–00:03:40)
Frankie’s training sessions with Maggie
(elapsed time 00:35:00–00:36:32; 00:37:17–00:39:00)
The first fight
(elapsed time 00:42:16–00:45:49)

[Q]
What is Maggie’s attitude about her talents? What standards does she set for herself? 


Leader’s note: Maggie clearly aims to succeed and flourish. She wants the best trainer she can have. She will accept nothing less. She sets her mind on excellence.

[Q]
What does boxing mean to Maggie? Why does she have such a passion for it?
[Q]
How about Frankie—what is his attitude toward his work? Does he strive to be the best he can be? How did he gain such a good reputation as a coach? Why does he hesitate before taking fighters to the championship? 


Leader’s note: Frankie desires success as well, but he hesitates before taking fighters to the top.  Part of this may be fear—he would hate to fail the big test. But part of it may be patience—waiting to make sure his fighters are ready before they are put to their most severe test.

[Q]
How has Scrap-Iron dealt with his own debilitating injury? Did he give up hope? Or did he invest himself in something worthwhile? Does he still have something to offer?


Leader’s note: Scrap-Iron lives with the knowledge that he did not achieve his dream, but he keeps on going out of love for his friend Frankie and for the sport. He might have been an example to Maggie, but alas, in the end he counseled his friend Frankie in a different direction. He too fails to see that Maggie has more to offer than boxing. 

Consider the first chapter of the Book of Daniel (vs. 8,12,13,15). Like an athlete in training, Daniel was an example of a man who made careful choices in obedience to God to prove himself a superior candidate for a task. While Daniel’s goal was different than Maggie’s, they both cared about excellence. 

[Q]
What sacrifices might you have to make to attain excellence in your particular talent? What popular behavior might you need to avoid to pursue your goals in a godly manner?

[Q]
Maggie was driven to excel, and Frankie taught her self-control and excellence. But were there ethical flaws in their approach? How did Maggie deal with problems of self-control and diligence?

Read 2 Peter 1:2–11. Clearly, Peter believes that as followers of Christ, we are responsible to employ our skills and talents in ways that differ from the work of unbelievers. 

[Q]
When God gives us talents, what is our responsibility? Should we aim to use them for fame? For financial success? 

[Q]
Consider one or two of your particular talents, and discuss what it means to be diligent with that talent. How could you be more diligent? 

[Q]
How can you exercise self-control in relation to your talent? 

[Q]
What moral challenges arise in relation to your talent? What does the passage say will come true for the believer who pays attention to these things?

[Q]
What would it mean for you to be fruitful with your talent? What sort of result are you seeking? 

[Q]
If you fall short of those goals and dreams, or if something makes them impossible—an injury, poverty, other responsibilities—does this mean God is against you? What attitude would you have toward that? Have you watched any dreams fall apart before? How did you respond? What do the heroes of the faith teach us about responding to failures and loss? Consider the examples of Job, David, and Christ himself in Gethsemane.

[Q]
Read John 15:1–8. What does it mean to abide in God, the way a branch abides in a vine? How will abiding in God affect the fruit of your efforts?

2. Facing Trials 
(Job 1–2:3; Romans 5:1–5; Matthew 26:36–42)

Maggie and Frankie both suffer grave trials by the end of the film. Their hopes are dashed, and one of them is rendered physically damaged, seemingly beyond repair. The lure of death seems appealing, like a relief from this suffering. But they wrestle with each other on whether or not a mercy killing is the right response to this suffering. 

Scripture is full of examples of people who waited upon the Lord through incredible suffering, their faith serving as a testimony to others of God’s love. They allowed God to work wonders during the span of their patience.

Scenes to Watch: 
Maggie tells the story of the dog that had to be shot
(elapsed time 01:16:40–01:17:40)
Frankie hears Maggie’s appeal for a severe sort of help
(elapsed time 01:51:36–01:54:40)
Frankie asks his priest for counsel on how to respond to Maggie’s appeal
(elapsed time 01:56:18–01:58:23)


[Q]
Do you think Maggie was right in asking for Frankie’s “help” in relieving her of her misery? Why or why not? What motivated her request? 


Leader’s note: Maggie’s drive to be a boxer comes, in part, from her desire to have some productive way to vent her anger and the pain of growing up in a family that does not love her well. Now that she has lost the only thing she considers a skill, the only dream she ever had, she is despairing. She has narrowed her idea of a productive life to only one option. She also believes that she was only beautiful and loveable when she was a champion. Now, she considers herself unlovable.
[Q]
Does Maggie have a good reason to live? What might she hope to accomplish by living? How would you counsel Maggie?


Leader’s note: Frankie loves her—more than anyone he has ever loved, perhaps.  And, of course, God loves her more than she can realize. Surely if she understood this better, she could find the will to live. 

[Q]
What motivates Frankie’s decision to “help” Maggie? 


Leader’s note: Frankie finally mustered the courage to take a fighter to the championship. The thought of getting so far and failing has frightened him. He considers himself a failure at so much else, so to watch Maggie suffer destroys what is left of his resolve. He gives in to her cries because he can sympathize with seeing dreams die. His own daughter does not respond to him, and he does not believe God responds either. He has lost hope and become lost in the darkness, just as his priest warned he would.
 [Q]
What would you have done in that situation? How would you have counseled Frankie? 

[Q]
Did Maggie have the right goals for her life? When her dreams became impossible, what might she have done with the rest of her life?

[Q]
What do you think of the ending? What do Maggie, Frankie, and the audience learn from what happens?


Leader’s note: Maggie and Frankie face yet another fight, tougher than any boxing match. It seems they have lost the fight as the film ends. Maggie has given up her life, and Frankie has helped her. Now Frankie has disappeared from his friends and his passions. He’s vanished into a dark wood, to “enjoy” one small dream of a pie and coffee shop, perhaps. Some interpret this as an ending that glorifies Frankie’s decision, but there have clearly been consequences to his decision. 

It is ultimately a mystery why God permits tragedy in some people’s lives. But we nonetheless know that tragedy is not the last word, but can become a means by which we learn perseverance and faith. Most importantly, through suffering we more deeply grasp the meaning and nature of love—as Christ’s love for us from the “tragedy” of the Cross—and thus the profound worth we have, no matter our state in life.

[Q]
Read Job 1–2:3. Discuss the differences between Job’s response to trauma and tribulation and the responses of Maggie and Frankie. 

[Q]
Offer examples from your own life, if you have experienced severe trial. How do you respond to trials? What might you do to prompt yourself toward a better attitude toward suffering?

[Q]
Read Romans 5:1–5. Discuss the progression from suffering to hope explained there. Can you share about a time when you experienced this progression?

[Q]
What gave Apostle Paul the authority and experience to make such claims? Is there anyone in your life who is an example of perseverance through suffering? 

[Q]
What difference does it make in your perspective on suffering if you believe that God is watching over you and loves you?

[Q]
Read Matthew 26:36–42. What was the effect on Christ when he considered what lay ahead for him? Describe the nature of his prayer as he anticipated his crucifixion and death. When his request to have the cup of suffering taken away from him was denied, what was his response? How might we prepare our minds and hearts for future sufferings?

3. Valuing Life Through Loving Others
(Matthew 6:25–34; Luke 10:30–37)

When we show love to others, truly and intensely attending to their specific needs, we can help them overcome their fears and break free from the insecurity, wounds, fears, and barriers that hold them back. In doing this, we echo God’s relentless, unfailing love for us—love that affirms our value to him. That should give us the strength to endure until the day when he raises us up to be with him, purged of our flaws.

Frankie is suffering because he does not receive love from his daughter, and we suspect there are other ways in which he has lost or been denied love. Maggie, too, has been denied love. But in the circle of Maggie, Scrap-Iron, and Frankie, we see love growing and a sense of belonging and being valued. They find purpose and become more ambitious. They become better people. 

Scenes to Watch:
Frankie’s frustration with the returned letters
(elapsed time 01:03:53–01:04:39)
Frankie’s initial refusals to train Maggie
(elapsed time 00:02:59–00:03:40; 00:20:50–00:22:28)
Scrap-Iron’s first gestures of grace to Maggie, letting her train
(elapsed time 00:14:13–00:16:58)
Maggie’s mother dismissing her achievements as a boxer
(elapsed time 01:14:50–01:15:27)
Frankie’s affection for Maggie during her last days in the hospital
(elapsed time 01:33:35–01:34:22; 01:37:26–01:37:52; 01:37:53–01:39:00)

[Q]
How does Frankie’s decision to train Maggie change Maggie?


Leader’s note: Maggie’s confidence grows, her smiles increase, and her sense of purpose and fulfillment increases as she is granted the attention of an attentive, talented coach.

[Q]
How does Maggie’s devotion and attention to Frankie change him?


Leader’s note: The more Maggie shows respect to Frankie and remains faithful to him, the more he finds value in himself and the ambition to go further with his talent than he ever has.

[Q]
Frankie treats his priest with some reckless humor, but does he respect him? Does he earnestly seek his counsel? Does the priest genuinely care for Frankie?


Leader’s note: The priest is impatient with Frankie, but clearly he cares about him, especially when Frankie is honestly struggling, and he gives Frankie good counsel when it matters most. This is a testimony of God’s love to Frankie, even if Frankie does not seem to perceive it.

[Q]
Does Scrap-Iron have love in his heart for Frankie and Maggie? How does he demonstrate this?


Leader’s note: Scrap-Iron is loyal, but he also speaks the hard truth to them as best he can, even if his counsel is flawed in the end. Perhaps it is Scrap-Iron’s honesty that keeps him in Frankie’s good graces, and that lets him further into Frankie’s heart than others can go. He also clearly loves Maggie, in that he reaches out to her when no one else will. Perhaps the most powerful show of love from Scrap-Iron is his patience with, and defense of, the naïve but spirited young man named “Danger.”

[Q]
If Maggie had been loved more fully earlier in her life, perhaps she would have found more reason to live when severe trials came. Read Matthew 6:25–34. Share an example of someone in your life who has shown you unconditional love and helped you overcome worries or trials. 

[Q]
Read Luke 10:30–37, the parable of the Good Samaritan.  In almost any community, it is easy to spot people who are clearly suffering from some misfortune or loss. Have you noticed anyone in your family who seems to be neglected or unloved? In your community? At school? In your church?  Discuss ways in which that person’s situation might change if someone showed him or her unconditional love. Pray about how God might make you instrumental in restoring hope and a sense of value to that person’s life.

As the Credits Roll

[Q]
How might Frankie’s priest have been a better guide to him? Do you have good spiritual counselors in your life? Do you have anyone turning to you for spiritual counsel?

[Q]
Do you consider boxing to be a worthwhile and honorable sport? What is the goal of a boxer in the ring? What effect might that have on a fighter’s approach to his life? Might there be better applications of physical skills and strength?


Leader’s note: There are good arguments for and against boxing. Leave a lot of room for debate in this discussion, but it might be worthwhile to emphasize the Bible’s emphasis on the value of the human body and treating it with respect and honor as God’s own temple.

[Q]
Did you struggle with other ethical dilemmas in this movie? Explain and discuss.

[Q]
What in this movie challenged your faith? Did anything encourage you?
[Q]
What additional themes or messages did you notice in this movie?

—Study by Jeffrey Overstreet, movie reviewer for ChristianityTodayMovies.com.
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	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Leader’s Guide

Gladiator

This epic film set in the second-century Roman Empire follows a general’s fall from power and subsequent struggle for revenge against a treacherous Caesar.

Gladiator follows Roman general Maximus as he loses power to corrupt Caesar Commodus and escapes from execution. Commodus also takes the only things that truly matter to Maximus—his family and farm in Spain. Maximus is forced to fight as a gladiator and eventually has an opportunity to destroy Commodus. Along the way, he stirs up a controversy over political authority in Rome. 

This study will help you discuss the themes behind Gladiator’s dramatic, deadly fighting scenes. How does the film differentiate between effective and corrupt leadership? What is the movie’s vision of eternity? When Maximus has lost everything he loves, what motivates him to continue fighting?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Gladiator (DreamWorks, 2000), directed by Ridley Scott, rated R for intense, graphic combat.
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Movie Summary

The general Maximus (Russell Crowe) has earned the love of his army and Caesar Marcus Aurelius (Richard Harris) by his courageous and successful leadership. After winning a critical battle against German barbarians, Maximus just wants to return home to Spain, to his family and farm. Wearied by war, Marcus Aurelius has other plans for Maximus. He taps him to lead a transition in Rome from autocratic rule by the Caesars to rule by the people through the Senate. One big problem stands in the way—Marcus’s manipulative, power-hungry son, Commodus (Joaquin Phoenix). Commodus hastens his father’s death, then orders soldiers to execute Maximus and his family. Maximus escapes death, but his family does not, and he is sold into slavery as a gladiator. 

With no family, Maximus has nothing left to live for. But his owner, Proximo (Oliver Reed), won his freedom as a gladiator in the Roman Coliseum and sees similar potential in Maximus. Maximus sees an opportunity to confront Commodus and exact his revenge. So Maximus—known only as the Spaniard—fights his way to Commodus and wins the crowds’ affection. After he reveals his identity and challenges Commodus’s authority, gladiator and Caesar battle on equal footing for control of Rome and to settle personal scores.

Rated R
Gladiator enhanced Ridley Scott’s reputation as an expert director of fast-paced, realistic fight scenes. As a result, many scenes will disturb children and sensitive adults. The movie opens with a rough epic battle scene between the Roman legions and German barbarians. The scene includes hand-to-hand combat, arrows piercing bodies, and a decapitation. The sustained gladiator scenes don’t sanitize what the actual games must have looked like. There is limited swearing. While not graphic, there are also scenes of sexual tension between Commodus and his sister, Lucilla.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

10. Leadership Characteristics

11. Eternity

12. Vengeance

1. Leadership Characteristics
(1 Timothy 3:1–4; Mark 9:33–35)

Commodus combines many memorable characteristics of an evil emperor. He conspires behind the scenes to sabotage challengers, boasts boundless ambition, and cares nothing for anyone but himself. Even his father doesn’t trust this manipulative son—“Commodus is not a moral man,” Marcus Aurelius tells Maximus. “He cannot rule. He must not rule. You’re the son I should have had.” So what does make a good ruler? The Bible has clear advice for leaders.

Scene to Watch: Commodus kills Marcus Aurelius
 (Elapsed time: 00:31:47–00:35:01)

Knowing his death is near, Marcus Aurelius ponders his legacy. He’s concerned that the Roman people will remember him only for the victories he’s won in war. Meanwhile, corruption of power has gripped the empire’s capital. If Commodus ascends to the throne of absolute authority, that corruption will only worsen. That’s why Marcus Aurelius selects Maximus to abolish the Caesar’s unquestioned rule. Though unfit for power, Commodus nevertheless will not accept this solution. He kills Marcus Aurelius and takes power.

What leader have you admired? What did you appreciate about that leader?

[Q]
Marcus Aurelius admits that he neglected Commodus and contributed to his failings. Do you sympathize with Commodus? 


[Q]
What does Marcus Aurelius identify as necessary leadership characteristics? Commodus has a different idea of leadership. What are his supposed strengths?



Leader’s Note: Marcus Aurelius singles out wisdom, justice, fortitude, and temperance. Commodus counters with ambition, courage, resourcefulness, and devotion.

[Q]
Commodus’s list of strengths sounds fairly common for many leaders today. So what’s the problem with these traits?

The Bible is filled with honest portraits of flawed but effective leaders, including Abraham, Moses, David, Joshua, and Peter. Their trust in the Lord provides a model for all who aspire to leadership. In addition, Jesus and the apostle Paul had much to say about godly leadership. 

Read Mark 9:33–35.

[Q]
Which characters in the movie display self-sacrificial leadership?

[Q]
How did Jesus put his words into action?

[Q]
When has a leader put you first? 

Read 1 Timothy 3:1–4. 

[Q]
How does this list compare and contrast with those provided by Marcus Aurelius and Commodus?

[Q]
Paul directs these comments toward church leaders. Are they applicable to leaders in the business, political, and academic worlds? Why or why not?

[Q]
Even if you don’t have wide leadership influence, how do these requirements apply to you?

2. Eternity
(Ecclesiastes 7:2; Philippians 1:21; John 3:16; Revelation 21:3–4)

The popularized view of the afterlife has spread beyond the bounds of religion to encompass a self-serving sort of Utopia. In Gladiator heaven is often just the best of what this world has to offer.

Scene to Watch: Proximo desensitizes death by explaining it simply as life’s logical conclusion 
(Elapsed time: 00:53:51–00:55:13)

Before their first gladiator tournament, Proximo explains to his slaves that “ultimately we’re all dead men.” He encourages his fighters to woo the crowd. 

[Q]
Is Proximo’s fatalistic characterization of life and death common today?

[Q]
If the gladiators are dead men anyway, what are they fighting for?

[Q]
Proximo’s speech arouses Maximus to fight again. Why?

Ecclesiastes 7:2 states, “for death is the destiny of every man.” Proximo’s quotation is almost identical.

[Q]
How can the Bible and Proximo make such similar statements from such different philosophies?


Leader’s Note: Death is a certainty. It is what one does with that certainty—the view of the afterlife—that defines death.

[Q]
Are you motivated by the idea of having nothing to lose?

Philippians 1:21 tells us that “to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Since both life and death are for Christ, Paul diminishes the difference between heaven and earth.

[Q]
How are Paul’s and Proximo’s analyses of life and death similar? Aside from the spiritual versus secular, how are they different?

[Q]
How would your choices change if you lived by the Philippians 1:21 philosophy?

Scene to Watch: Maximus and Juba talk about the afterlife
 (Elapsed time: 01:11:41–01:13:00)

Maximus and Juba think they will be reunited with loved ones in the afterlife. Their vision of the next life gives them hope and peace.

[Q]
Do you agree with Maximus and Juba’s view of heaven?

[Q]
Does their afterlife have any rules or boundaries?

[Q]
What do non-Christians in our day say heaven is?

[Q]
Compare their view of afterlife to what is said about heaven in John 3:16. Why is it dangerous to define heaven in our own image?


Leader’s Note: If we misunderstand heaven, we are in danger of misunderstanding God’s character, Jesus’ sacrifice, and redemptive grace. The Bible defines no other way to heaven but through Jesus Christ.
Scene to Watch: Maximus dies and goes on to the afterlife
 (Elapsed time: 02:23:17–02:28:12)

[Q]
How does Gladiator portray Maximus’s heaven?

[Q]
Is this depiction of heaven otherworldly or just the best of this life?

[Q]
When you think of heaven, what images do you see?

[Q]
What do Christians really know about heaven?

Read Revelation 21:3–4. 

Much of what we know of heaven is not tangible. It is not color or components or conditions. We know that God’s people will glorify him forever and that there will be no evil. 

[Q]
What myths of popular culture—such as clouds, harps, and inability to gain weight—do you need to remove from your view of heaven?

[Q]
How can we glorify God now in thinking about heaven?

3. Vengeance
(Romans 12:19–21; Matthew 5:44–47; Jeremiah 20:11–12)

Once Maximus declined to serve Commodus, the Caesar knew how to hit Maximus where it hurt—his family. Despite evading execution and riding nonstop from northern Europe to Spain, Maximus could not stop Roman soldiers from crucifying his son and wife. After he is sold into slavery, Maximus rediscovers his will to live once he learns he might have a chance to strike back at Commodus. This drive for revenge fuels his gladiatorial victories. Aimed at such an unsavory character as Commodus, Maximus’s thirst for vengeance seems quite natural and heroic. But what does God’s Word say about fighting our enemies?

Scene to Watch: Maximus reveals his identity and nearly kills Commodus
 (Elapsed time: 01:29:22–01:33:32)

Considering how much he hates Commodus, Maximus shows considerable restraint after Commodus goads him on the Coliseum floor. But the vengeance will come. “The time for honoring yourself will soon be at an end,” Maximus warns.

[Q]
Have you been wronged by an enemy and wanted to strike back? If so, did you take revenge?

[Q]
How do Commodus and Maximus each show their moral character in this encounter?


Leader’s Note: Commodus will sacrifice anyone—even his family—if they frustrate his quest for power. Maximus, on the other hand, decides against killing Commodus at the moment because he wants to protect Lucilla’s son, Lucius.

[Q]
Does Maximus have any motivation for killing Commodus other than revenge? 


Leader’s Note: As he schemes with Lucilla and the Senate, Maximus works to fulfill Marcus Aurelius’s vision for a Roman republic.

Read Romans 12:19–21. 

During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus introduced some truly radical thinking: “Love even your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”(Matt. 5:44–47). Here in Romans Paul picks up on the theme. 

[Q]
Could Maximus have put Paul’s teaching into practice? If so, how?

[Q]
Why does God tell us to leave wrath to him? 


Leader’s Note: Our sin muddies our discernment, especially when revenge is our motivation. God’s justice does not suffer this deficiency.

[Q]
Do you follow this teaching? Has there been a time when you have either failed to or been able to “overcome evil with good”?

Read Jeremiah 20:11–12. 

Throughout the Old Testament, godly men like David ask God to do terrible things to their enemies. The contrast with what Jesus and Paul taught about revenge can be jarring. Here in Jeremiah, the prophet calls down God’s vengeance on his persecutors.

[Q]
Jeremiah and Maximus were both wronged. But how are their situations different?


Leader’s Note: Maximus avenged mostly himself, in addition to the murdered Marcus Aurelius. Jeremiah, on the other hand, served the one true God and his kingdom. For that reason his enemies persecuted him.

[Q]
Can this passage and Jesus’ teaching truly coexist in the same Scripture?


Leader’s Note: God’s justice is fearfully terrible. He remains a just God even as he mercifully sends Christ to appease that justice. What a wonderful God is our God!

[Q]
Is it appropriate for us to speak with God in these terms? Why or why not?

As the Credits Roll

[Q]
Did Gladiator’s violence add or distract from your understanding of this movie’s themes?

[Q]
This era of the Roman Empire featured brutal persecution of Christians. Many believers suffered violent deaths in the Coliseum. Did this movie help you realize what they endured for the faith?

[Q]
Why does Maximus rub dirt in his hands before a battle? What do you do to get ready for important tasks?

[Q]
Though Maximus only wants to be a husband, father, and farmer, he is called to the greater roles of general and national hero. Is God calling you to a role that you may not seek or expect?

[Q]
When Maximus loses his identity, security, and pride in Rome, he scratches the legion brand off his arm. Has anything happened that made you want to erase your identity?

—Study by Collin Hansen, associate editor of Christianity Today.
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	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Participant’s Guide

Gladiator

This epic film set in the second-century Roman Empire follows a general’s fall from power and subsequent struggle for revenge against a treacherous Caesar.

Gladiator follows Roman general Maximus as he loses power to corrupt Caesar Commodus and escapes from execution. Commodus also takes the only things that truly matter to Maximus—his family and farm in Spain. Maximus is forced to fight as a gladiator and eventually has an opportunity to destroy Commodus. Along the way, he stirs up a controversy over political authority in Rome. 

This study will help you discuss the themes behind Gladiator’s dramatic, deadly fighting scenes. How does the film differentiate between effective and corrupt leadership? What is the movie’s vision of eternity? When Maximus has lost everything he loves, what motivates him to continue fighting?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Gladiator (DreamWorks, 2000), directed by Ridley Scott, rated R for intense, graphic combat.
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Movie Summary

The general Maximus (Russell Crowe) has earned the love of his army and Caesar Marcus Aurelius (Richard Harris) by his courageous and successful leadership. After winning a critical battle against German barbarians, Maximus just wants to return home to Spain, to his family and farm. Wearied by war, Marcus Aurelius has other plans for Maximus. He taps him to lead a transition in Rome from autocratic rule by the Caesars to rule by the people through the Senate. One big problem stands in the way—Marcus’s manipulative, power-hungry son, Commodus (Joaquin Phoenix). Commodus hastens his father’s death, then orders soldiers to execute Maximus and his family. Maximus escapes death, but his family does not, and he is sold into slavery as a gladiator. 

With no family, Maximus has nothing left to live for. But his owner, Proximo (Oliver Reed), won his freedom as a gladiator in the Roman Coliseum and sees similar potential in Maximus. Maximus sees an opportunity to confront Commodus and exact his revenge. So Maximus—known only as the Spaniard—fights his way to Commodus and wins the crowds’ affection. After he reveals his identity and challenges Commodus’s authority, gladiator and Caesar battle on equal footing for control of Rome and to settle personal scores.

Rated R
Gladiator enhanced Ridley Scott’s reputation as an expert director of fast-paced, realistic fight scenes. As a result, many scenes will disturb children and sensitive adults. The movie opens with a rough epic battle scene between the Roman legions and German barbarians. The scene includes hand-to-hand combat, arrows piercing bodies, and a decapitation. The sustained gladiator scenes don’t sanitize what the actual games must have looked like. There is limited swearing. While not graphic, there are also scenes of sexual tension between Commodus and his sister, Lucilla.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

13. Leadership Characteristics

14. Eternity

15. Vengeance

—Study by Collin Hansen, associate editor of Christianity Today.
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	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Leader’s Guide

Crash

A drama depicting a community’s true-to-life struggle with racism, alienation, and rage.

Crash takes viewers into modern-day Los Angeles, dramatizing the intersections of several characters’ lives over three days. In doing so, it reminds us of how racism, anger, and the struggle to achieve security in life can taint our interactions with one another.

Use this discussion guide to explore the themes of this movie. What does the film say about heroes and villains and our capacity to be either or both? How does our desire to protect and be protected cause us to react to perceived threats? What are some ways to begin a conversation about racism, and how can we learn to use our power for justice?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Crash (Lions Gate Films, 2005), directed by Paul Haggis, rated R.
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Movie Summary

Over three days in modern-day Los Angeles, several characters’ lives overlap in ways that dramatize the interplay of race, culture, and class in American society. The film follows the intersecting stories of an African-American investigator and his Hispanic partner; an upper-class African-American couple insulted during an encounter with a seasoned, bitter cop and his young, idealistic partner; a Persian shopkeeper struggling to keep his family and business safe during tense, post 9-11 days; a Hispanic locksmith hoping to build a better life for his wife and daughter; a district attorney who’s not above using posturing and press conferences to win political points, and his angry, lonely wife; an Asian man who makes a living trafficking Asian immigrants; and two young carjackers—one with a sense of social consciousness, and one who’s just along for the ride.

The 36-hour whirlwind begins and ends with a car accident: a collision, one character theorizes, emblematic of people’s need to touch one another, to interact. Still, like a car crash, few of these interactions are gentle. Most are couched in a tense environment of suspicion, self-preservation, misunderstanding, and alienation. Although many characters have shining moments when they transcend stock types, for many, life remains a struggle between internal and external tensions that are no less intense for their familiarity.

—For more coverage of Crash, visit http://www.christianitytoday.com/movies/reviews/crash.html
This movie was also one of CHRISTIANITY TODAY MOVIES’ “10 Most Redeeming Films of 2005”
http://www.christianitytoday.com/movies/commentaries/tenredeemingfilmsof2005.html
Rated R
Crash is a film for mature audiences due to its subject matter, depictions of violence, sexual content, and frequent use of the f-word and racial slurs. It’s likely that any scene will contain material that some audiences will find offensive.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

16. Heroic Villains

17. Seeking Protection

18. Thinking About Racism

19. Using Power Wisely

1. Heroic Villains
(Jeremiah 17:9–10; 2 Samuel 11–12:15; Judges 16; Matthew 26:31–35, 69–75)

In Matthew 12:35, Jesus pointed out that our words and actions flow from the goodness or evil stored in our hearts. In the film, several of the characters perform a mix of heroic deeds and cowardly or evil ones. As you watch the film, discuss the ways we are often courageous or heroic, as well as villainous or cowardly.

Scene to Watch: Officer Ryan’s parting words
(Elapsed time: 00:56:56–00:58:23)

Officer Ryan tells his younger co-worker, “Wait till you’ve been on the job a few more years … You think you know who you are. You have no idea.” 

[Q]
How do Ryan’s words line up with Jeremiah 17:9–10?

[Q]
How have you dealt with the temptation to let fear or jadedness overcome your efforts to serve others? Have these issues ever arisen as part of your efforts toward racial reconciliation? If comfortable, share with others and brainstorm possible ways to move forward.

Scenes to Watch: 
Officer Ryan harasses Cameron and Christine
(Elapsed time: 00:16:16–00:22:24. Warning: this disturbing scene includes sexual misconduct)

Officer Ryan saves Christine 
(Elapsed time: 01:00:28–01:06:12)

Officer Hanson diffuses one racially based conflict
(Elapsed time: 01:15:26–01:19:20)

During his criminal activity, Anthony saves smuggled immigrants but shows disdain for them 
(Elapsed time: 01:31:31–01:34:22; 01:45:14–01:46:59)

[Q]
Talk about ways each of these characters is heroic: Officer Ryan, Officer Hanson, Anthony, Graham, Cameron, Ria, Farhad, Rick.

[Q]
Talk about ways each proves to be cowardly or evil. Do they participate in evil in active or passive ways? What do you think motivates each character? Do these factors (active or passive evil, motivation) matter when you consider the effects of their deeds? Why or why not?

[Q]
Read 2 Samuel 11–12:15, Judges 16, or Matthew 26:31–35, 69–75 and identify 1) a heroic moment in the main character’s life, and 2) a moment of weakness, evil, or cowardice. 

[Q]
How does knowing about each biblical character’s multifaceted personality cause you to think about your own life? In what ways have you demonstrated courage or cowardice? 

[Q]
Like the characters in the movie, how have you shown strength or weakness in dealing with difficult issues of race and class?

2. Seeking Protection
(Psalm 3; 91; Proverbs 31:8)

The theme of protection emerges throughout Crash: Some characters seek personal safety, while others try to protect the things they have built, like their political stature or business. Still others put themselves on the line to protect others. Explore the theme of protection through these questions.

Scenes to Watch: Officer Ryan’s harassment of Cameron and Christine causes conflict
(Elapsed time: 00:16:16–00:22:24. Warning: this disturbing scene includes sexual misconduct) 
(Elapsed time: 00:23:15–00:25:08) 

[Q]
How does Cameron’s inability to protect Christine from the police cause conflict between them? With whom do you identify in this conflict?

[Q]
In your opinion, why do Cameron and Christine start to fling questions about each other’s blackness at one another?

[Q]
Does wealth or prestige protect a person from more overt forms of racism? Why or why not? If so, how?

Scene to Watch: Daniel gives his daughter Lara the invisible, impenetrable cloak 
(Elapsed time: 00:25:09–00:30:17)

[Q]
How does Daniel’s tenderness with his daughter affect the way you view his character?

[Q]
Daniel tells five-year-old Lara about the cloak as a way of protecting her from reality. What realities do you want to protect loved ones from? 

[Q]
What realities do you want to be protected from?

Scene to Watch: Farhad almost kills Lara
(Elapsed time: 01:20:19–01:23:11)

[Q]
Farhad accidentally shoots Lara during a confrontation with her father, using the gun he bought to protect his shop from intruders. How did his self-protective impulse become something different? What happened externally and internally to bring about the change?

[Q]
How would you describe what Farhad’s protective impulse became? Do you understand this change? Can you sympathize? Why or why not?

[Q]
Ria is angry with her partner, Detective Graham, because he protects his emotions by remaining distant from others. What do you think he is protecting himself from? 

[Q]
Describe how or why he might have developed such defenses. How does this coping strategy lead to unexpected results?

[Q]
Have you ever built up personal defenses to protect yourself? If comfortable, share how. Talk about safe ways to overcome this tendency.

[Q]
Have you ever built defenses to shield yourself from God’s work in your life? Talk to the group about such a time.

[Q]
Each of the characters deals with physical or emotional protection in some way. Read Psalm 3, Psalm 91, and Proverbs 31:8. How do you balance depending on God for protection with other measures of protecting yourself or defending others in your care? 

[Q]
Many of the conflicts in the film are intensified because of the presence (or potential presence) of guns. What are your feelings about guns and self-defense? Explain them in light of Scripture and a biblical worldview.

3. Thinking about Racism
(Acts 10:23–46; 6:1–7; Galatians 2:11–13)

[Q]
As a group, share your personal definitions of words like racism and prejudice. Did everyone have the same definition? Why or why not?

[Q]
What do you think motivates racism?

[Q]
Are you comfortable discussing this topic? If so, were you always that way? If not, why not?

[Q]
What are some examples of personal racism from the film? How about structural or systemic racism?

[Q]
Choose a character from the film, and describe how he or she may have perpetrated and/or been victimized by racism. Is it possible to be in both situations?

[Q]
Do you think any of the tensions between characters in the film could have been resolved peaceably? What might have made a difference? What distinguished peaceful resolutions from violent ones? 

[Q]
What is the cost of choosing peace? When is it appropriate to resolve racial tensions through forbearance, and when is it appropriate to stand defiant?

Scene to Watch: Officer Hanson diffuses conflict
(Elapsed time: 01:15:26–01:19:20)

[Q]
How did Officer Hanson’s prior knowledge of Cameron affect the way he treated him?

[Q]
How can getting to know someone from a different racial, ethnic, or class background affect the way you view such issues? Share a story about a time this took place in your life.

[Q]
Officer Hanson put his reputation on the line when he intervened on Cameron’s behalf. How might you be able to take a risk on behalf of cross-cultural understanding?

[Q]
Read Acts 6:1–7. From what you know of the situation, would you describe this incident as an example of personal or systemic racism? Is it really that simple? What guidance does the apostles’ solution provide for Christians today?

[Q]
Read Acts 10:23–46 or Galatians 2:11–13. What do these verses say to you about God’s role in changing people’s hearts and minds? How about our role as human beings? 

[Q]
What might opposing personal and systemic racism look like for your church? In your life? Brainstorm as a group.

4. Using Power Wisely
(Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 16:20; Psalm 9:16; 112:5; Isaiah 1:17)

Scene to Watch: Hanson requests a new partner
(Elapsed time: 00:33:10–00:35:00)

[Q]
What do you think of the way Lt. Dixon responds to Officer Hanson’s request for a new partner? 

[Q]
Do you perceive Dixon’s response as wise or unwise? What motivates him? From what you know, is his motivation understandable? Commendable?

Scene to Watch: Confrontation at the HMO
(Elapsed time: 00:46:25–00:49:09)

[Q]
What’s behind Shaniqua’s refusal to go out of her way to help Officer Ryan’s father? How would you have responded?

[Q]
How might Shaniqua’s actions be perceived as a victory of sorts? Why might that victory be a shallow one?

[Q]
What could have taken place in Shaniqua’s heart to cause her to use her power in Mr. Ryan’s favor? 

[Q]
Consider the power these characters had: Graham, Anthony, Rick, and Cameron. Did these characters use their power and influence wisely?

[Q]
Read Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 16:20; Psalm 9:16; Psalm 112:5; and Isaiah 1:17. According to these Scriptures, how should we use our earthly power? 

[Q]
How do you use the power you have? How do you determine what is just?

As the Credits Roll

[Q]
What other significant themes did you see in Crash? 

[Q]
How did you feel when this movie ended? Did you feel it was true to life? Why or why not?

[Q]
Do you have a friend of a different background to talk to about Crash? How were his or her impressions of the film similar, and how did they differ?

[Q]
How did this film challenge your faith or encourage you to see things in a new way?

—Study by LaTonya Taylor, editor with Ignite Your Faith magazine.
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	Movie-Based Discussion Guide – Participant’s Guide

Crash

A drama depicting a community’s true-to-life struggle with racism, alienation, and rage.

Crash takes viewers into modern-day Los Angeles, dramatizing the intersections of several characters’ lives over three days. In doing so, it reminds us of how racism, anger, and the struggle to achieve security in life can taint our interactions with one another.

Use this discussion guide to explore the themes of this movie. What does the film say about heroes and villains and our capacity to be either or both? How does our desire to protect and be protected cause us to react to perceived threats? What are some ways to begin a conversation about racism, and how can we learn to use our power for justice?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Based on:
Crash (Lions Gate Films, 2005), directed by Paul Haggis, rated R.
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Movie Summary

Over three days in modern-day Los Angeles, several characters’ lives overlap in ways that dramatize the interplay of race, culture, and class in American society. The film follows the intersecting stories of an African-American investigator and his Hispanic partner; an upper-class African-American couple insulted during an encounter with a seasoned, bitter cop and his young, idealistic partner; a Persian shopkeeper struggling to keep his family and business safe during tense, post 9-11 days; a Hispanic locksmith hoping to build a better life for his wife and daughter; a district attorney who’s not above using posturing and press conferences to win political points, and his angry, lonely wife; an Asian man who makes a living trafficking Asian immigrants; and two young carjackers—one with a sense of social consciousness, and one who’s just along for the ride.

The 36-hour whirlwind begins and ends with a car accident: a collision, one character theorizes, emblematic of people’s need to touch one another, to interact. Still, like a car crash, few of these interactions are gentle. Most are couched in a tense environment of suspicion, self-preservation, misunderstanding, and alienation. Although many characters have shining moments when they transcend stock types, for many, life remains a struggle between internal and external tensions that are no less intense for their familiarity.

—For more coverage of Crash, visit http://www.christianitytoday.com/movies/reviews/crash.html
This movie was also one of CHRISTIANITY TODAY MOVIES’ “10 Most Redeeming Films of 2005”
http://www.christianitytoday.com/movies/commentaries/tenredeemingfilmsof2005.html
Rated R
Crash is a film for mature audiences due to its subject matter, depictions of violence, sexual content, and frequent use of the f-word and racial slurs. It’s likely that any scene will contain material that some audiences will find offensive.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:

1. Heroic Villains
(Jeremiah 17:9–10; 2 Samuel 11–12:15; Judges 16; Matthew 26:31–35, 69–75)

In Matthew 12:35, Jesus pointed out that our words and actions flow from the goodness or evil stored in our hearts. In the film, several of the characters perform a mix of heroic deeds and cowardly or evil ones. 

2. Seeking Protection
(Psalm 3; 91; Proverbs 31:8)

The theme of protection emerges throughout Crash: Some characters seek personal safety, while others try to protect the things they have built, like their political stature or business. Still others put themselves on the line to protect others. 

3. Thinking about Racism
(Acts 10:23–46; 6:1–7; Galatians 2:11–13)

Using the movie clips, discuss how we can begin dialoguing about racism.

4. Using Power Wisely
(Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 16:20; Psalm 9:16; 112:5; Isaiah 1:17)

Consider how the characters use their power and influence.

—Study by LaTonya Taylor, editor with Ignite Your Faith magazine.
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