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	Leader’s Guide for Study 1

Be Driven by God’s Mission

Live in a dynamic relationship with God and help others to do the same.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	To have an eternal impact we need to understand what’s important to God. As we catch his heart, we can be driven by God’s mission: to live not in search of self-fulfillment but to live in a continual, dynamic, personal relationship with God and to help others do the same. This study will explore these ideas and help us to put them into practice.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #1

Scripture:
Acts 1:1–11

PART 1

Identify the Current Issue 

Max Lucado wrote a book called It's Not About Me: Rescue from the Life We Thought Would Make Us Happy. Most of us have a dreamy sort of ideal that we think would bring us real happiness. It may be an ideal date, mate, job, or family. Whatever the case may be, those ideals are never achieved, and often we’re left looking for the next ideal that will bring true happiness. Our lists of wishes and wants only leave us either frantically chasing after the wind or disappointed and lethargic, wondering, Is this all there is? 
The mission that Jesus gave his closest followers before he left earth to be with his heavenly Father is a mission he gives to each of us individually and as a community, the church. That mission will bring eternal fulfillment that begins now and continues into the next life, and will rescue us from the wish lists that we think will bring us happiness but instead leave us empty. 

To move ahead in this way, we need to develop a missional velocity. When we think of velocity, we typically think of speed, but any major league baseball pitcher will tell you that velocity is about speed and direction. A pitcher with speed and no direction lacks control; he will throw more balls than strikes and walk too many batters. On the other hand, a pitcher with direction and no speed will give up too many hits and find himself in the minor leagues. The great major league pitchers are the ones who are able to master both speed and direction. The mission Jesus Christ gave us before he left to be with the Father is a mission with velocity. 

Discussion starters:

[Q]
If you knew you were leaving on a long journey, and you had one last chance to say a few words to your closest friends and family, what would you say?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Our mission is to be Christ’s witnesses.

The primary emphasis of the church must be its missional focus. The one topic that Jesus emphasized in both accounts of his last words to his disciples was helping people find their way back to God. In Matthew 28:19–20 he said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” and in Acts 1:8 he said, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” This was the final point Jesus made to his disciples. It was the exclamation point he placed at the end of his ministry. It would appear that helping people find their way back to God—making disciples—was the very reason for their being.

Read Acts 1:1–11.

[Q]
Who was the writer of Acts? Why do you suppose he referred to the previous book he wrote? Why do you think he gave a brief explanation of who Jesus was, what he did, and what Jesus’ mission was?


Leader’s Note: Luke, who also wrote the Gospel of Luke, wrote Acts. Luke wanted the recipient of the letter to understand that the story of Jesus’ mission did not end with his ascension. Since the Book of Acts is all about the growth of the church, Luke reminded the letter’s recipient that Jesus has a non-stop mission that must continue through his followers.

[Q]
Notice that part of Jesus’ instructions, before he met with the apostles for the last time, included waiting (v. 5). For what was Jesus telling the apostles to wait?


Leader’s Note: Jesus told the apostles to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

[Q]
Jesus said that the apostles would receive power. How was that power displayed later on in the Book of Acts? 


Leader’s Note: The Holy Spirit displayed his power in many ways. A few were: Pentecost, Acts 2; Peter before the Sanhedrin, Acts 4:8; Phillip’s travels, Acts 8:39; he encouraged the church, Acts 9:31; Paul at Cyprus, Acts 13:4, 9.

[Q]
We are promised that same power (Ephesians 1:18–20). Do you feel like you have that same power? Explain.

Teaching point two: We must prepare ourselves by counting the cost of this mission.

In the original language of the New Testament, the word for witness came from the same root word from which we get the word martyr. When Jesus said, “you will be my witnesses,” the disciples knew he was calling them to share the message of his life, death, and resurrection, and in so doing they could face rejection, suffering, and even death. 

[Q]
What do you think was going through the apostles’ minds when they heard Jesus say, “you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8)?

[Q]
How would you have felt had you been there as one of Jesus’ apostles? 
a. Terrified
b. Confused
c. Abandoned
d. Lonely
e. __________________

[Q]
How do you think Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8 apply to you today? 

[Q]
What are the greatest barriers for you in embracing the mission Jesus has put before you?
a. Time—too busy
b. I don’t know my particular mission
c. Fear
d. Lack of passion
e. Other—explain

[Q]
Jesus told the apostles to be “witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (v. 8). If Jesus were here today, speaking to this group, to what areas do you think he would commission us?


Leader’s Note: Possible answers are: workplace, neighborhood, people groups, socio-economic groups, cities, countries, etc. 
Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us define our mission.

Activity: List the answers those in your group gave to the above question on a whiteboard or poster board. Ask the group to brainstorm ways they can be a witness in each of those areas. Some possibilities may be inviting coworkers or neighbors to this Bible study, volunteering for an outreach organization in your church or community, volunteering for a service organization, going on short-term or long-term missions, etc. Then ask each person which of these things they feel most drawn to do. Pray for each other as a group to follow through with what each one feels called to do.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Velocity involves two things:

· Speed: How quickly and consistently do you do your part in the missional opportunities the Holy Spirit gives you?

· Direction: Is there a particular way or path that you believe God is directing you to be a witness? If so, what is it?

How can this group encourage you to pursue God’s mission for your life with velocity (both speed and direction)?
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	Participant’s Guide for Study 1

Be Driven by God’s Mission
Live in a dynamic relationship with God and help others to do the same.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	To have an eternal impact we need to understand what’s important to God. As we catch his heart, we can be driven by God’s mission: to live not in search of self-fulfillment but to live in a continual, dynamic, personal relationship with God and to help others do the same. This study will explore these ideas and help us to put them into practice.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #1

Scripture:
Acts 1:1–11



PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

The mission that Jesus gave his closest followers before he left earth to be with his heavenly Father is a mission he gives to each of us individually and as a community, the church. That mission will bring eternal fulfillment that begins now and continues into the next life, and will rescue us from the wish lists that we think will bring us happiness but instead leave us empty.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Our mission is to be Christ’s witnesses.

Teaching point two: We must prepare ourselves by counting the cost of this mission.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Velocity involves two things:

· Speed: How quickly and consistently do you do your part in the missional opportunities the Holy Spirit gives you?

· Direction: Is there a particular way or path that you believe God is directing you to be a witness? If so, what is it?
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	Leader’s Guide for Study 2

Celebrate Your Relationship with God

Your relationship with God is not part of your life; it is your life.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	To have an eternal impact, God must be the most important person in your life. Your relationship with God is not part of your life; it is your life. This study will help you see how you can be driven and powered by the Holy Spirit in your relationship with Jesus Christ, so that he becomes your passion and joy. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #2

Scripture:
Acts 16:16–34 
PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the “Participant’s Guide” included at the end of this study.

Tom Skilling from WGN, Channel 9 in Chicago, is one of the most popular meteorologists in the country. He goes beyond the weather report to give detailed information that actually educates the viewer concerning the rapidly changing weather in Chicago. Part of his forecast includes wind velocity, and if you’ve ever watched his weather report, you know that when he gives the wind velocity, he will give both the speed of the wind and the direction of the wind. It sounds something like this: “the wind is out of the north at 15 mph” or “the wind is coming from the southeast at 8 mph.” If he only told us the direction of the wind without the speed, or the speed of the wind and failed to include the direction, he wouldn’t be giving us the velocity. Velocity always includes direction and speed.

When we celebrate our relationship with God, we become in tune with his mission for our lives. We consistently celebrate the goodness of God and stay in close contact with him through worship, Bible reading, prayer, meditation, journaling, etc. We will experience a Spirit-led velocity that gives our lives direction and keeps us moving at the pace of the Holy Spirit no matter what life’s circumstances may bring.

Discussion starter:

[Q]
How do you celebrate something important or special? How might you translate such a celebration to your relationship with God?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus Christ needs to be our passion.

If we are going to have an eternal impact, we have to be consumed by the Eternal One. Wayne Cordeiro put it this way:

The more you love something, the more you become like it. For example, I have a friend that loves tennis. He wears tennis stuff. He reads tennis magazines. He has tennis talk. He has a racket, and his hair looks like a tennis ball.

I have another friend that loves surfing. He dresses with surf stuff, and he reads surf magazines. He has a surf talk. He’s even starting to smell like seaweed. Everything about him is starting to go that way. But isn’t it true whatever you love, you start moving that way? Some of you love food. Case closed on that one.

That’s why the Bible says the greatest commandment of all is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. That is the greatest commandment of all. Why? Because the power to change is given in relationship, and what you love you become like. (“A Personal Relationship,” Preaching Today audio #225)

Read Acts 16:16–34.

[Q]
How do you think the apostles felt about this slave girl’s shouting (v. 17)?
a.
Annoyed
b.
Embarrassed
c.
Sad
d.
Angry
e.
Sympathetic

[Q]
Why do you suppose Paul waited for several days before he finally commanded the spirit to leave the slave girl (v. 18)?


Leader’s Note: The girl probably started to interfere with Paul’s ministry plan. Paul and company might not have been able to approach people and have the conversations that they wanted with a possessed girl shouting in the background. Paul may have waited as long as possible before commanding the spirit to leave the slave girl because he wanted to continue to do ministry, and he knew it could result in him being arrested and imprisoned.
[Q]
Why were Paul and Silas stripped, beaten, and thrown into prison? How did they respond?


Leader’s Note: The town officials falsely charged Paul and his company with disrupting the town and advocating illegal practices (vv. 20–21). The accused remained silent while the Romans beat them, but after the Romans took them to jail, they rejoiced and sang hymns to God (v. 25).

Teaching point two: Our passion for Christ must exceed our fear of unpleasant circumstances.

Francois de Fenelon, a 17th-century priest during the Huguenot conflicts, wrote the following words of encouragement to a struggling fellow priest: 

I am sorry to hear of your troubles, but I am sure you realize that you must carry the cross with Christ in this life. Soon enough there will come a time when you will no longer suffer. You will reign with God and He will wipe away your tears with His own hand. In His presence, pain and sighing will forever flee away.

So while you have the opportunity to experience difficult trials, do not lose the slightest opportunity to embrace the cross. Learn to suffer with simplicity and a heart full of love. If you do, you will not only be happy in spite of the cross, but because of it. Love is pleased to suffer for the Well-Beloved. The cross which conforms you into his image is a consoling bond of love between you and Him. (The Seeking Heart) 

Look again at Acts 16:24. Since the Romans didn’t have the Jewish law that limited the severity of beatings, Paul and Silas were probably barely able to move from loss of blood and shredded muscles. Adding to their agony, their feet were fastened in stocks so they could hardly move or roll over.

[Q]
Have you ever been falsely accused? How did you feel? What was your response?

[Q]
How would you react if you were falsely accused, severely beaten, and thrown into a dark jail (Acts 16:23–30)? Do you think you would be in the mood to celebrate God’s goodness? Why or why not?

[Q]
If you were the jailer, what would you think of Paul and Silas?

[Q]
What do you think gave Paul and Silas the ability to maintain their perspective in the midst of such horrible circumstances?


Leader’s Note: They knew their work would bring God glory and advance his kingdom. Their focus apparently remained on the fact that they served the Lord, and that they could honor him by suffering for him.
[Q]
Notice verse 34 says the jailer was filled with joy. What is the difference between happiness and joy? How do the actions of Paul, Silas, and the jailer help us understand the difference between happiness and joy?


Leader’s Note: Happiness is based on what happens (momentary or conditional circumstances), while joy is a perpetual state of being based on a relationship with Jesus Christ. Paul and Silas showed that despite suffering both physical beatings and humiliation, they still were joyful because of their relationship with Jesus.
PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Consider taking a 30-Day Challenge: Begin a regular pattern of daily Bible reading and journaling your prayers and thoughts to God. Try this for 30 days with other members of your small group and watch closely how you grow in your relationship with Jesus.

[Q]
When do you find it most difficult to celebrate your relationship with Jesus and keep him the central focus of your life?

[Q]
What was the result of Paul and Silas’s celebrating while they were in prison?

[Q]
What steps can you take to include the kind of celebration in your life that will sustain your relationship with Jesus no matter what life’s circumstances bring?

Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us develop joy in our relationship with Christ.

Activity: Looking at the words to the hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be,” by Frances R. Havergal, ask each person in the group to make it his or her prayer. Ask the group to share which part of the song reflects the biggest struggle to give up his or her desires to make Christ their passion. Pray for each other in this regard.

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.
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	Participant’s Guide for Study 2

Celebrate Your Relationship with God
Your relationship with God is not part of your life; it is your life.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	To have an eternal impact, God must be the most important person in your life. Your relationship with God is not part of your life; it is your life. This study will help you see how you can be driven and powered by the Holy Spirit in your relationship with Jesus Christ, so that he becomes your passion and joy.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #2

Scripture:
Acts 16:16–34 
PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

When we celebrate our relationship with God, we become in tune with his mission for our lives. We consistently celebrate the goodness of God and stay in close contact with him through worship, Bible reading, prayer, meditation, journaling, etc. We will experience a Spirit-led velocity that gives our lives direction and keeps us moving at the pace of the Holy Spirit no matter what life’s circumstances may bring.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus Christ needs to be our passion.

Teaching point two: Our passion for Christ must exceed our fear of unpleasant circumstances.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings
Consider taking a 30-Day Challenge: Begin a regular pattern of daily Bible reading and journaling your prayers and thoughts to God. Try this for 30 days with other members of your small group and watch closely how you grow in your relationship with Jesus.
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	Leader’s Guide for Study 3

Connect with Others

To have an eternal impact, we must connect with other Christ followers.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	We think of connecting with other Christ followers as a means to help ourselves. Our first thought is often, What can I get out of this relationship? But God wants us to understand that our relationships don’t exist just to benefit us—community is the way we are meant to live. This study will examine how we will not be able to have an eternal impact unless we are living in community with others.  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #3

Scripture:
Acts 2:42–47 

PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the “Participant’s Guide” included at the end of this study.

Eternal impact takes place in the context of community. Jesus said, “For where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 18:20). Something unique occurs when Christ followers come together in the name of Jesus. The presence and power of the Spirit of Christ is somehow multiplied when we come together. Relational velocity flows from being deeply connected together as the body of Christ. We become the living presence of Christ on Earth—the ongoing, saving activity of Jesus in our world. Church is something we are together, not simply something we do together.

In his book Community 101, Gilbert Bilezikian writes, “It should become obvious that the primary application of the biblical mandate for communal life can only take place in a context of closeness and togetherness. Necessarily, this spells ‘small groups.’” 

The impact of the Holy Spirit on the believers gathered on the Day of Pentecost was dramatic. Their story serves as a great example to us of the importance of pursuing genuine biblical community.

Discussion starter:

[Q]
Share the time in your life when you felt most connected to a particular group or team.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Actively seek meaningful relationships in the body of Christ.

Randy Frazee says, “The development of meaningful relationships where every member carries a significant sense of belonging is central to what it means to be the church” (Connecting Church, p. 35).

We need to develop the kind of relationships that matter. Years ago, when Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn heard he had terminal cancer, he shocked everyone when he announced he was going back to his small town in Bonham, Texas. People said to him: “They have got the finest facilities in Washington, D. C. Why go back to that little town?”

Rayburn’s response speaks to the priceless importance of community. He said, “Because in Bonham, Texas, they know if you’re sick, and they care when you die” (J. R. Love, PreachingToday.com).

Read Acts 2:42–47.

[Q]
Choose two or three words that best describe the atmosphere of the church as described in Acts 2:42–47.


Exciting
Boring
Predictable


Chaotic
Caring
Scary


Fun

Warm
Electric


Challenging
Friendly
Life-changing

[Q]
To what were the believers devoted? What does it mean to be devoted? How is your group/community devoted to the same things as these first-century believers? 


Leader’s Note: The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship (connecting), breaking of bread (eating together/communion), and prayer. To devote themselves meant to be dedicated, committed, or remain faithful to these practices. 
[Q]
What are the most remarkable qualities of this first-century Christian community?


Leader’s Note: Answers may include: devotion to teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayer, miraculous signs, selflessness, generosity, consistency in meeting, meeting in each other’s houses, joyfulness, sharing their lives together, etc.

Teaching point two: Be willing to let God change you and use you in the context of a group.

Gil Bilezikian says, “It is in small groups that people can get close enough to know each other, to care and share, to challenge and support, to confide and confess, to forgive and be forgiven, to laugh and weep together, to be accountable to each other, to watch over each other, and to grow together. Personal growth does not happen in isolation. It is the result of interactive relationships. Small groups are God’s gift to foster change in character and spiritual growth” (Community 101).

[Q]
Verse 43 says, “Everyone was filled with awe…” Why do you suppose they were filled with awe? Can you think of a time when you were filled with awe by what God was doing? 


Leader’s Note: God did some remarkable things in the church. They may have been most amazed by the transforming power that God had in the lives of people within the community. 

[Q]
What were the results of their connecting (v. 47)?


Leader’s Note: Ultimately, God brought more and more people into fellowship with himself. God saved people through his community of believers.
[Q]
Verse 47 says they were “enjoying the favor of all the people.” This included both believers and non-believers. What was so attractive about this community that even outsiders looked upon them favorably? 


Leader’s Note: This group of believers shared their lives together. They took care of and loved each other, and they did this all with the joy of the Lord inspiring them to do so. When the non-believers saw so much authentic care among the believers, there was something enticing about that community. 
[Q]
On a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being needs improvement and 5 being outstanding), rate your small group and your own contribution to your small group in the following areas:

	
	YOU
	Your Small Group

	a. Devotion to the apostles’ teaching 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	b. Fellowship 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	c. Breaking of bread 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	d. Prayer
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	e. Miraculous signs
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	f. Everything in common
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	g. Everyday meeting together
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	h. Adding to your number 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	i. Enjoying the favor of all the people
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	j. Giving to anyone as they have need
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	k. Eating together
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5




What is one step you will take to increase the effectiveness of your small group as it relates to one of the preceding areas?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Francis Schaeffer said, “Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our message is truthful—Christian community is the final apologetic.” 

Harvey MacKay shared this humorous story, which sums up how we should view our relationship with other Christians, in his book Swim with the Sharks:
General William Westmoreland was once reviewing a platoon of paratroopers in Vietnam. As he went down the line, he asked each of them a question: “How do you like jumping, son?” 

“Love it, sir!” was the first answer. 

“How do you like jumping?” he asked the next. 

“The greatest experience in my life, sir!” exclaimed the paratrooper.

“How do you like jumping?” he asked the third. 

“I hate it, sir,” he replied.

“Then why do you do it?” asked Westmoreland. 

“Because I want to be around guys who love to jump.”

[Q]
Consider these ways to connect with others:

· Invite someone from your small group over for a casual dinner between now and the next time your group convenes.

· Offer to help someone in your small group with a household task or fix-it project.

· Provide childcare for someone in your small group.

· Call someone in your small group and let them know you are praying for them that day.
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	Participant’s Guide for Study 3

Connect with Others
To have an eternal impact, we must connect with other Christ followers.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	We think of connecting with other Christ followers as a means to help ourselves. Our first thought is often, What can I get out of this relationship? But God wants us to understand that our relationships don’t exist just to benefit us—community is the way we are meant to live. This study will examine how we will not be able to have an eternal impact unless we are living in community with others. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #3

Scripture:
Acts 2:42–47 
PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Eternal impact takes place in the context of community. Jesus said, “For where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 18:20). There is something unique that occurs when Christ followers come together in the name of Jesus. The presence and power of the Spirit of Christ is somehow multiplied when we come together. Relational velocity flows from being deeply connected together as the body of Christ. We become the living presence of Christ on Earth—the ongoing, saving activity of Jesus in our world. Church is something we are together, not simply something we do together.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Actively seek meaningful relationships in the body of Christ.

[Q]
Choose two or three words that best describe the atmosphere of the church as described in Acts 2:42–47.


Exciting
Boring
Predictable


Chaotic
Caring
Scary


Fun

Warm
Electric


Challenging
Friendly
Life-changing

Teaching point two: Be willing to let God change you and use you in the context of a group.

[Q]
On a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being needs improvement and 5 being outstanding), rate your small group and your own contribution to your small group in the following areas:

	
	YOU
	Your Small Group

	a. Devotion to the apostles’ teaching 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	b. Fellowship 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	c. Breaking of bread 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	d. Prayer
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5



	
	YOU
	Your Small Group

	e. Miraculous signs
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	f. Everything in common
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	g. Everyday meeting together
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	h. Adding to your number 
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	i. Enjoying the favor of all the people
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	j. Giving to anyone as they have need
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5


	k. Eating together
	1 2 3 4 5

	1 2 3 4 5




What is one step you will take to increase the effectiveness of your small group as it relates to one of the preceding areas?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Francis Schaeffer said, “Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our message is truthful—Christian community is the final apologetic.” 

[Q]
Consider these ways to connect with others:

· Invite someone from your small group over for a casual dinner between now and the next time your group convenes.

· Offer to help someone in your small group with a household task or fix-it project.

· Provide childcare for someone in your small group.

· Call someone in your small group and let them know you were praying for them that day.
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	Leader’s Guide for Study 4

Contribute to Eternity

It takes courage and boldness to follow Christ. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	God gives us the privilege of contributing to his eternal kingdom. He allows our lives to take on eternal velocity in what we can accomplish with him and for him through his Spirit. It’s a velocity that we can never experience without the courage and boldness to do what God wants us to do. This study will challenge us to take those steps.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #4

Scripture:
Acts 4:32–37; 5:1–10

PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the “Participant’s Guide” included at the end of this study.

The velocity that God wants to give us to move us through life is centrifugal: it always has an outward direction. The focus is not limited to how God can impact our personal world, but how God’s impact on our personal world leads us to impact and encourage the world around us. This velocity is not experienced without the courage to step out of self-oriented living and to risk living for something more than our own comfort, convenience, and gratification.

Whatever God calls us to do individually and corporately, God enables us to do through the gifts, abilities, and resources he gives us. But our gifts, abilities, and resources never impact our world without us exercising the courage to take all that we have and all that we are and put it on the table for God, saying, “All I have and am is yours. Let’s go.” It takes courage to follow where God leads us—to risk anything and everything based on the vision he’s given us. Our existence is about eternity and not about temporary, momentary pleasure.

Discussion starter:

[Q]
Name one person you admire who you feel is having an eternal impact. Explain why you think he or she is affecting eternity.

Optional Activity

Purpose: To encourage one another to use our gifts for Christ.

Activity: In the passage to be discussed, we are introduced to Barnabas, whose name means “Son of Encouragement.” Take some extra time before digging into the Bible story to encourage one another in the following way:

List the names of the people in your group. Next to each name suggest a positive nickname for that person. Ask each person to share the names they came up with and why.

Some suggestions are: Son/Daughter of . . . Service, Caring, Hospitality, Outreach, Exhortation, Prayer, Compassion, Mission, Enthusiasm, Vision.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Contributing to eternity takes effort.

Pastor John Ortberg writes in Leadership journal:

Significant human transformation always involves training, not just trying.

Spiritual transformation is a long-term endeavor. It involves both God and us. I liken it to crossing an ocean. Some people try, day after day, to be good, to become spiritually mature. That’s like taking a rowboat across the ocean. It’s exhausting and usually unsuccessful.

Others have given up trying and throw themselves entirely on “relying on God’s grace.” They’re like drifters on a raft. They do nothing but hang on and hope God gets them there.

Neither trying nor drifting is effective in bringing about spiritual transformation. A better image is the sailboat, which if it moves at all, it’s a gift of the wind. We can’t control the wind, but a good sailor discerns where the wind is blowing and adjusts the sails accordingly.

Working with the Holy Spirit, which Jesus likened to the wind in John 3, means we have a part in discerning the winds, in knowing the direction we need to go, and in training our sails to catch the breezes that God provides.

That’s true transformation. (“True (and False) Transformation,” Leadership [Summer 2002], p. 104)

The early Christians were radically affected by the message of Christ. In fact, every part of their lives was changed. Read Acts 4:32–37.

[Q]
How does the writer of Acts describe this Christian community?


Leader’s Note: Suggested answers include: generous, selfless, Christ-centered.

[Q]
What does it take for a small group or church to be one in heart and mind (v. 32)?


Leader’s Note: For Christians to be one in heart and mind, we need to have common concerns (the lives and needs of each other) and to share a common purpose (worshiping Jesus Christ). 

[Q]
Verse 34 says, “There were no needy persons among them.” How could a church or small group achieve this level of interdependence?


Leader’s Note: Small groups or churches should take the initiative to discover what needs are within their assemblies and meet them within the group’s means. This is a huge part of becoming one in heart and mind. The church and small groups can and should also be concerned about the needs of others outside of the group.
[Q]
Barnabas courageously used his God-given gifts and resources to encourage others. What gifts do you see in the people in this group that could be an encouragement to the church?

Teaching point two: Contributing to eternity takes honesty with God, ourselves, and others.

To make an eternal difference, we have to be ruthlessly honest with ourselves. We cannot falsely represent ourselves to God—he knows better. We must face our hearts as they are and ask him to make us wholehearted instead of halfhearted creatures. 

As C. S. Lewis says, “He cannot bless us unless he has us. When we try to keep within us an area that is our own, we try to keep an area of death. Therefore, in love, He claims all. There’s no bargaining with Him” (The Weight of Glory). 

Read Acts 5:1–10.

[Q]
What phrase best describes your reaction to this story?
a. Ananias and Sapphira got what they deserved.
b. This is way too harsh.
c. I’m glad I wasn’t there.
d. Why would God kill them for lying?
e. I’m still in shock over this story.

[Q]
What do you think motivated Ananias and Sapphira to do what they did?


Leader’s Note: Image! Ananias and Sapphira saw what others (including Barnabas) were doing for the church, and they probably wanted to look as devout and caring as those who were giving. Sometimes our actions are inspired by self-centered desire rather than by pure motive.
[Q]
Why do you suppose God chose the story of Ananias and Sapphira to follow the story of Barnabas? 


Leader’s Note: The two stories contrast Barnabas, who had an honest and selfless desire to contribute to the community, with Ananias and Sapphira, who may have been extraordinary givers, but they lied and had false motives.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Another way to define the word encourage is to give courage. We need to be giving each other courage to finish the course and give it our all.

And what do we need to be encouraging each other in? C. S. Lewis said it this way: “The glory of God, and, as our only means to glorifying him, the salvation of human souls, is the real business of life.” This is what we need to remind each other continually.

[Q]
The greatest needs in the early church were material. While there are material needs in the church today, what other significant needs do you see in our church and community? 

[Q]
How has God worked through you like he worked through Barnabas to meet a particular need in the community or church? 

[Q]
How could our small group work together to meet a particular need in the church or community?
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Lesson #4

Scripture:
Acts 4:32–37; 5:1–10
PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Whatever God calls us to do individually and corporately, God enables us to do through the gifts, abilities, and resources he gives us. But our gifts, abilities, and resources never impact our world without us exercising the courage to take all that we have and all that we are and put it on the table for God, saying, “All I have and am is yours. Let’s go.” It takes courage to follow where God leads us—to risk anything and everything based on the vision he’s given us. Our existence is about eternity and not about temporary, momentary pleasure.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Contributing to eternity takes effort.

Teaching point two: Contributing to eternity takes honesty with God, ourselves, and others.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Another way to define the word encourage is to give courage. We need to be giving each other courage to finish the course and give it our all.

And what do we need to be encouraging each other in? C. S. Lewis said it this way: “The glory of God, and, as our only means to glorifying him, the salvation of human souls, is the real business of life.” This is what we need to remind each other continually.
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	Following Christ gives our lives the velocity we long for. When the apostle Paul came face to face with the risen Savior, Jesus Christ, he experienced one of the most dramatic conversions recorded in Scripture. This study will examine that conversion and what it meant for Paul to know God through the power of the Holy Spirit, as he infused an eternal velocity into Paul’s life that propelled him to become one of the most powerful human forces in the history of Christianity. We’ll also discover that the same Holy Spirit lives in us.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Lesson #5

Scripture:
Acts 9:1–19

PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the “Participant’s Guide” included at the end of this study.

God calls each of us to commit ourselves to being on a mission with him. It’s a radical alternative to the American dream of personal prosperity, where the goal of life is to amass enough wealth and relational connections by the time you’re 60 so that in the last 25–30 years of your life you can do absolutely nothing other than whatever pleases you personally. This vision of life is what the vast majority of people are driven by.

Living for eternal purposes is a completely different driving force in our lives. With eternal purpose, our lives are not about getting to some point where we can stop doing for the last third of life what we did for the first two-thirds. Living life with God means having energy, force, and direction from start to finish, and the thing that propels us through life until our very last breath is participating in what God is doing in the world: reconciling people to himself.

Discussion starter:

[Q]
Many people create a list of 100 things they want to do before they die. What is one thing you would like to do before you die?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus Christ wants to reprogram us.

When the apostle Paul (previously known as Saul) came face to face with the risen Savior, his life was turned completely upside down. Whatever had previously been his motivation for living became as nothing in comparison to his passion for following Christ. Through his example, we see what God wants to do with our lives by making an eternal impact. Read Acts 9:1–19.

[Q]
Describe Paul’s life focus before he encountered Jesus.


Leader’s Note: Before Paul encountered Jesus he tried to honor God by being the most devout Pharisee that he could be, and this included persecuting the Christians! However, Paul really missed the point by denying Jesus and persecuting Jesus’ followers.

[Q]
Notice that Paul responded to Christ’s voice and said, “Who are you, Lord?” (vv. 3–5). Why do you think Paul asked this?


Leader’s Note: Even though Paul thought he had been pleasing God, he was not. When Jesus finally did speak, Paul did not recognize the divine voice that he thought he’d been obeying the whole time.
[Q]
How would you feel if God met you in the dramatic way he met Paul?

[Q]
Has God ever gotten your attention in a dramatic way? Explain. How has God been trying to get your attention recently?

Teaching point two: We need to say yes to Christ as he reprograms us.

When God gets our attention, we need to respond by listening to him. Chuck Colson tells the following story of visiting Mississippi’s Parchman Prison:

Most of the death row inmates were in their bunks wrapped in blankets, staring blankly at little black-and-white TV screens, killing time. But in one cell a man was sitting on his bunk, reading. As I approached, he looked up and showed me his book—an instruction manual on Episcopal liturgy.

John Irving, on death row for more than 15 years, was studying for the priesthood. John told me he was allowed out of his cell one hour each day. The rest of the time, he studies. 

Seeing that John had nothing in his cell but a few books, I thought, God’s blessed me so much, the least I can do is provide something for this brother. “Would you like a TV if I could arrange it?” I asked.

John smiled gratefully. “Thanks,” he said, “but no thanks. You can waste an awful lot of time with those things.” For the 15 years since a judge placed a number on his days, John has determined not to waste the one commodity he had to give to the Lord—his time. (A Dangerous Grace [Word, 1994])

[Q]
If you could compare your spiritual journey to Paul’s experience, where are you right now?
1. On the road to Damascus, still going my own way
2. Beginning to hear God calling my name—just not sure how to respond
3. Looking for an Ananias to help me figure all this out
4. Getting up to go public and be baptized
5. Becoming stronger as I have repeated encounters with Jesus

[Q]
What do you think Ananias was thinking and feeling when he received instructions from God to go meet this man who had been murdering and persecuting Christians?

[Q]
Have you ever felt like someone was beyond God’s reach? How does Paul’s story impact your feelings about someone who is far from God?

[Q]
Paul experienced a dramatic change in his life after encountering Christ. What changes have you experienced since choosing to follow Jesus?

Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us reevaluate our lives.

Activity: Revisit the first question in this study, which asked about the one thing you wanted to do before you die. Ask each person in the group to write down his or her response to that question. Then ask if they think that thing has eternal value. If it does, have them write down how it might be accomplished. If it doesn’t have eternal value, ask them to write down at least one goal that does have eternal value and some steps to see it accomplished.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

George Bernard Shaw said: “This is the true joy in life—being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one. I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live. Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I’ve got a hold of for the moment, and I want to make it burn as bright as possible.” 

The velocity with which Jesus impacted Paul’s life led him to a place where, toward the end of his ministry, he could say the following:

For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:6–8)

[Q]
What one step can you take to let Christ work through you in such a way that you could say these same words some day?
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Lesson #5

Scripture:
Acts 9:1–19
PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

God calls each of us to commit ourselves to being on a mission with him. It’s a radical alternative to the American dream of personal prosperity, where the goal of life is to amass enough wealth and relational connections by the time you’re 60 so that in the last 25–30 years of your life you can do absolutely nothing other than whatever pleases you personally. This vision of life is what the vast majority of people are driven by.

Living for eternal purposes is a completely different driving force in our lives. With eternal purpose, our lives are not about getting to some point where we can stop doing for the last third of life what we did for the first two-thirds. Living life with God means having energy, force, and direction from start to finish, and the thing that propels us through life until our very last breath is participating in what God is doing in the world: reconciling people to himself.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus Christ wants to reprogram us.

Teaching point two: We need to say yes to Christ as he reprograms us.

[Q]
If you could compare your spiritual journey to Paul’s experience, where are you right now?
1. On the road to Damascus, still going my own way
2. Beginning to hear God calling my name—just not sure how to respond
3. Looking for an Ananias to help me figure all this out
4. Getting up to go public and be baptized
5. Becoming stronger as I have repeated encounters with Jesus

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

George Bernard Shaw said: “This is the true joy in life—being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one. I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live. Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I’ve got a hold of for the moment, and I want to make it burn as bright as possible.”
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