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1 CHRONICLES

Why read this book?

When you find your old school yearbook, whose face do you look for first? Chances are, it’s your own—or at least those of your closest friends. There is a universal human need to belong. The Israelites were no different. The books of Chronicles showed the Israelites how they fit into God’s plan. These books still show us the principles of how to belong to God.

Who wrote this book?

Traditionally, it’s been thought that Ezra wrote Chronicles. But an unknown priest or Levite may have been the author.

When and why was it written?

Chronicles was written around 450 to 400 b.c.—more than six centuries after the first events it records, about 100-150 years after the last events in 2 Chronicles 36. The two books (originally one) re-examine the history of Israel. The writer’s apparent goal was for the Israelites to recognize their godly roots and to rediscover their heritage.

What period of history does it cover?

1 Chronicles looks at genealogical records from the beginning of recorded history until after the Babylonian exile. The remaining chapters focus on the reign of King David.

Why repeat material from 2 Samuel and 2 Kings?

Chronicles is not just a rehash of other Old Testament texts. Samuel and Kings were written to a people in exile, who wondered how and why they got there. Chronicles was written to a people returned from exile, who wondered if they still fit into God’s plan.

What to look for in 1 Chronicles:

This genealogy (chs. 1–9) connected the Israelites just returned from exile with their ancestors and with the promises their ancestors had received from God. Also, watch for David’s role in leading Israel to worship God, and look for ways to enhance your own worship.

From the Quest Study Bible (Zondervan)

2 CHRONICLES

Why read this book?

At first glance, 2 Chronicles seems to be a rather dry record of historical facts. But 2 Chronicles is to history what the space shuttle is to a hang glider. The “extras” you’ll find featured in its pages offer a higher vantage point. By looking at God’s dealings with his people, a nation caught in sin and decline, 2 Chronicles helps us understand a bit of the scope of human events: even when life unravels, God still has a purpose for his people.

Who wrote this book?

Probably Ezra, a priest and scribe who also wrote the book that bears his name. Some suggest, however, that an unknown priest or Levite may have been the author.

When was it written?

The late 400s b.c., though this book covers the period from Solomon’s reign (about 970 b.c.) to the fall of Jerusalem (586 b.c.).

What was happening at the time?

After the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, the Jews were taken as captives to Babylon, where they lived for 70 years. Then, after the Persians conquered Babylon, several groups of Jews were allowed to return to their homeland.

To whom was it written and why?

To those who resettled in Judah and were essentially rebuilding their society. Studying the early, prosperous days of their nation reinforced their faith in the promises God had given them as a people. God also wanted them to learn from their mistakes so they would not be destined to repeat the past.

What to look for in 2 Chronicles:

You’ll find history with a moral: a nation that honors God will see success. Focusing mainly on Judah, the southern kingdom, the writer tells us about the temple, the priesthood, God’s covenant, and the kings to reinforce his central theme. By the end of the book you’ll have read about the downfall of the nation—the result of rulers and people straying from God.

From the Quest Study Bible (Zondervan)
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1 & 2 Chronicles: Passion and Prayer - Study 1 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Leader’s Guide

Live Your Potential 

How can we learn to appreciate and use the talents 
and gifts God has given us?

1 Chronicles 15:1–16:3 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Do you envy others’ abilities or think that others don’t appreciate your skills? Almost everyone falls into one of those two camps. But God gave you specific abilities for a purpose. He wants to use those gifts for his glory and others’ good. This study will help you identify those gifts and look for ways to put them into practice. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Scripture:
1 Chronicles 15:1–16:3 

Based on:
The Spiritual Life section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.)  
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

When you think of the talents and gifts God has given you, it’s easy to fall into one of two extremes: either you envy the abilities of other people and belittle your own strengths, or you resent the fact that nobody gives you credit for your skills and feel underappreciated. 

But what looks to you like the smallest talent may be exactly what God wants to use in a certain situation. God is a God of possibility, and he can use any gift you have for his glory and others’ good. 

For years God’s ark sat neglected. It belonged in the tabernacle that King David had recently set up in Jerusalem. Now it was time to bring the ark home. The occasion called for a celebration.

David gave people various roles in the worship procession based on the skills God had given them. His role was of unbridled worship—he jumped and danced in honor of the Lord! Despite the fact that he was a king, musician, and warrior, God called him to put his whole self into praising God—and he did! 

Discussion starters:

[Q]
Do you underestimate or overestimate your potential? Why?

[Q]
Name a time when you felt you used your gifts or talents wisely.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must discover how God wants to use us.

Read 1 Chronicles 15:1–3. David makes it clear that the ark of God should be carried only by the Levites, because they were chosen by God to do this. Of course, the Levites had the great advantage of having this command written down as a personal instruction from God. Most of us are not so fortunate. We must listen to the subtle urging of the Holy Spirit to get our instruction from God. 

[Q]
What are some ways in Scripture, besides the passage we just read, that God has guided his people in what he wants them to do?

[Q]
How has God made clear to you in the past what he wanted you to do?

[Q]
What kinds of abilities and gifts has God given you? How might that help determine what he wants you to do? 

[Q]
Has God ever nudged you to do something that seemed beyond your abilities? If so, what happened? Why might God do that at times? 

Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us discover how God has gifted us. 

Activity: Ask each person to share one thing they think God has gifted them in. Then ask each person in the group to share what they think the person on their right is gifted in.

Teaching point two: We must learn to obey God in the details of our lives.
Read 1 Chronicles 15:4–15. Earlier, David and the Jewish leaders had failed to consult God’s Word when they transported the ark of God, which contained the Law and was a symbol of God’s presence among his people. Uzza suffered the consequences of this disobedience (1 Chronicles 13:9–14).

If we haven’t seen God use us in bigger things, we may not be following him in the little things. In his parable of the workers, Jesus praised the servant who did the little things well so that he could be trusted with the bigger things (Luke 16).

[Q]
How did the Israelites obey God in the 1 Chronicles passage?

[Q]
Why was it so important that they do it God’s way? Why is that so important to us?

[Q]
What kinds of details do you think God wants us to obey him in?


Leader’s Note: People may mention prayer, reading the Bible and doing what it says, answering the nudge to love and reach out to others. 

[Q]
What kinds of things do you find it most difficult to obey God in? Why?

[Q]
Which of the following statements reflects your attitude of obedience to God?

1. I only obey what I understand clearly.

2. I try to obey everything I know God is showing me.

3. I don’t know what it means to obey God. I don’t know what he wants from me.

4. I know what God wants, but I don’t have the will to obey.


Why did you choose the statement you did? How does that affect your relationship with God?

Teaching point three: We delight God when we use the gifts he has given us. 

Read 1 Chronicles 15:16–28. Moving the ark of God was a big deal! A lot of people had a part in this process, contributing what they did well. In contrast to the last time the ark had been moved, this procedure pleased God. 

Reverend Thomas Tewell writes:

My friend Andy Eddington, once the president of Shriner College in Texas, would go to prisons and preach to men on death row in Huntsville, Texas. I used to go with Andy every now and then, and on one of those trips we stopped at a greasy spoon on our way home to Dallas. Andy loved sugar in his coffee, so he took not one, not two, but three teaspoonfuls of sugar. As the waitress watched, Andy said, “Ma’am, we’re going to need more sugar for this table.” This Texas waitress looked at Andy and said, “Listen, bud, before I give you more sugar, you stir what you got.”

Now, there’s a sermon there, and the sermon is: Stir what you got. Use your gifts. (From a plenary address at the Preaching with Passion conference)

Doris Freese says, “Gifts are not necessarily mature at the time of discovery ... they are developed through practice” (Leadership, Vol. 1, no. 3).

[Q]
Name the gifts and abilities listed in 1 Chronicles 15:16–28. 

[Q]
How might God use those same abilities for his glory today?

[Q]
What kinds of things are you really good at? How might God want to use those abilities for his glory?

[Q]
What are some ways you can begin to practice those abilities? Try to suggest things for each other.

Teaching point four: We delight ourselves when we are obedient to God. 

Read 1 Chronicles 15:29–16:3. David loved it that he’d gotten it right this time. He was so exuberant that he played music, danced, and fed everyone. Basically, he threw a party. 

We’re the same way. When we know we are using the gifts God has given us in the way he wants us to use them, there is nothing like it. We can move forward with confidence and joy. 

As Stanley Hauerwas said, “Christianity is the proclamation that God gives Christians a gift that they don’t know they need. The gift then transforms their lives so that they are trained to want the right things rightly” (interview in U.S. Catholic, June 1991). 

[Q]
Have you ever experienced joy at knowing you were obeying God? Describe it.

[Q]
Why do you think it’s so satisfying to obey God? Why is it so devastating to disobey him?

[Q]
Why does using our gifts for him delight us as nothing else can?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings
In any discussion about using our gifts, it’s good to remember that using them in obedience to God is more important than just using them. As Michael K. Blanchard said:

Whatever our unique gifts are and whatever skill we have in using them, they are not God’s key concern with us. Maturing in our walk as Christians is not helped or hindered by our “special” talents (or lack thereof), save one—obedience. This is one gift everyone has a crack at. (A Common Thread, July 1987)

Action Point: Name for the group one gift you think God has given you. Pray for each person in the group to learn how to use that gift in the way God wants them to.
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

When you think of the talents and gifts God has given you, it’s easy to fall into one of two extremes: either you envy the abilities of other people and belittle your own strengths, or you resent the fact that nobody gives you credit for your skills and feel underappreciated. 

But what looks to you like the smallest talent may be exactly what God wants to use in a certain situation. God is a God of possibility, and he can use any gift you have for his glory and others’ good. 

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must discover how God wants to use us.

Teaching point two: We must learn to obey God in the details of our lives. 

[Q]
Which of the following statements reflects your attitude of obedience to God?

1. I only obey what I understand clearly.

2. I try to obey everything I know God is showing me.

3. I don’t know what it means to obey God. I don’t know what he wants from me.

4. I know what God wants, but I don’t have the will to obey.

Teaching point three: We delight God when we use the gifts he has given us. 

Teaching point four: We delight ourselves when we are obedient to God. 

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In any discussion about using our gifts, it’s good to remember that using them in obedience to God is more important than just using them. As Michael K. Blanchard said:

Whatever our unique gifts are and whatever skill we have in using them, they are not God’s key concern with us. Maturing in our walk as Christians is not helped or hindered by our “special” talents (or lack thereof), save one—obedience. This is one gift everyone has a crack at. (A Common Thread, July 1987)
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1 & 2 Chronicles: Passion and Prayer- Study 2 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Leader’s Guide

Encourage the Next Generation 

Help the children of today be the leaders of tomorrow.

1 Chronicles 22 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	If the children in your life make you hold your breath at times with anxiety, remember you were once a child. Sometimes you didn’t look very promising either! Maybe at that age you had nobody to pray for you. Or you were surrounded by prayers but too caught up in other things to be interested in the Lord. In any case, God stayed faithful to you, and he will stay faithful to today’s children as well. You can do your part by continuing to pray for them—and not giving up.  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Scripture:
1 Chronicles 22 

Based on:
The Parenting/Family section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

King David’s son Solomon was young, and people still thought of David as king. But God let David know that power was already passing to the next generation. Naturally, David had lots of instructions to pass along. But before he made any pronouncements from on high, David prayed for his son—and let his son know he was praying for him.

Discussion starters:

[Q]
What kind of responsibility do you feel toward the next generation concerning their faith? 

[Q]
What do you think you should be passing on to them? What are some ways you think you can do this?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must prepare the next generation to carry on the faith.

Read 1 Chronicles 22:1–5. David knew that building a temple for the Lord was an awesome and magnificent task. God had made clear to him that Solomon would be the one to build it (2 Samuel 7:12–13), so David did what he could to help his son. It says in verse 5 that he made extensive preparations.

We, too, should be making extensive preparations to pass on our faith to those who are younger than we. 

In The Last Days Newsletter, Leonard Ravenhill tells about a group of tourists visiting a picturesque village who walked by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a rather patronizing way, one tourist asked, “Were any great men born in this village?”

The old man replied, “Nope, only babies.”

We do well to remember that great men and women are being formed today. Consider what Marti Pieper shared in PreachingToday.Com: 

In his book Beyond Jabez, Bruce Wilkinson shares the story of an old African woman who demonstrated faith in God’s power to provide. Although she lived in a tiny mud hut, she had taken on the responsibility of caring for 56 orphans.

A small group of Wilkinson’s “Dream for Africa” volunteers had arrived in this grandmother’s native Swaziland to plant gardens. On the final day of their visit, they came upon her tiny home, surrounded by the many children in her care. A number of little gardens had been dug up all around the hut, but oddly, no plants were growing in any of them.

The volunteers learned that, earlier on the same day, the woman had told the children to dig lots of gardens. When the children asked her why—since they had neither seeds nor money—she responded, “Last night I asked God to send someone to plant gardens for us. We must be ready for them when they come.” 

Wilkinson’s volunteers had come with hundreds of ready-to-plant seedlings. God sent them to the very place where one of his servants had begged for his intervening hand. The faithful grandmother and her children were ready when the answer came. 

Think of the power of that woman’s example of faith.

[Q]
Who do you feel responsible to pass on your faith to? For example, your children, grandchildren, niece or nephew, Sunday school class, or youth group.

[Q]
What are some practical ways that you can prepare the next generation for a life of obedience to God?

[Q]
If you could pass on only one thing about God to the next generation, what would it be? How can you communicate it in such a way that young people will hear you?

Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us practice how to talk to young people about their faith. 

Activity: Ask for two volunteers. One person should pretend to be a 13-year-old girl. The other should pretend to be an adult. Have the “13-year-old” ask the “adult” how she can know if she’s going to heaven. Let them respond to each other’s comments for about five minutes. Then discuss as a group what worked well and what didn’t.

Teaching point two: The next generation catches our passion more than our words. 

Read 1 Chronicles 22:6–16. David wanted to build a house for the Lord, and he wanted it passionately. Solomon could not have helped but notice this when he was around David. But just in case Solomon might have missed it, David gave him a passionate charge, knowing it was his last chance to impress it on his son. 

The younger generation is watching to see what you are passionate about. If you are passionate about worldly success, that’s what they will notice. If you are passionate about accumulating goods or power, that’s what they will notice. If you are passionate about Jesus Christ, that’s what they will notice.

Young people desperately need a mission, to know their life counts for something. They love a challenge and are eager to try anything. What we so often do wrong is simply give our children a bunch of rules, then try to impress upon them why they should obey them. Instead we should give them a mission, so they are on the offense in life rather than the defense.

[Q]
Which adults had the most impact on your spiritual life when you were younger and why?

[Q]
When you were a teenager, what kinds of things did you dream about for your future? Why did you dream about those things? Have those dreams changed as you’ve gotten older? Why or why not?

[Q]
Name some practical ways that we can communicate passion, rather than rules, to young people.

[Q]
What would it look like for the young people you know to be on the offense rather than the defense concerning spiritual things?


Leader’s Note: If they are on the offense, they will be sharing their faith, reaching out to others, and serving those around them. If they are on the defense, they may struggle to hang on to a faith that is tenuous at best. 

[Q]
Which of the following statements best communicates passion for Christ?

1.  I go to church because I was taught that is what you should do.

2.  I go to church because I want to find out all I can about Christ.

3.  I go to church because I want my children to go to church.

4.  I go to church so that God won’t be angry with me.

[Q]
What is the difference between talking to young people about Christ and about church? How might one show passion more than the other?

Teaching point three: It takes a group effort to influence our young people. 

Read 1 Chronicles 22:17–19. David not only charged Solomon with building the temple, he recruited all the leaders of Israel to help him out. He knew that Solomon would not be able to do this alone but would need a lot of encouragement and assistance along the way. 

As a church, we need to take note of this. We cannot pass on our faith by ourselves. Nothing is more powerful than a group of people who are passionately pursuing the same objective. Parents have faults that kids just can’t miss. Those kids need to see other adults who reinforce what their parents are saying.

Keith Long shared this story in his book Room to Grow (Hendrickson, 1999): 

D. L. Moody was visiting a prominent Chicago citizen when the idea of church membership and involvement came up. 

“I believe I can be just as good a Christian outside the church as I can be inside it,” the man said. 

Moody said nothing. Instead, he moved to the fireplace, blazing against the winter outside, removed one burning coal, and placed it on the hearth. 

The two men sat together and watched the ember die out. 

“I see,” the other man said.

[Q]
What programs does your church have for young people? 

[Q]
Everyone can be involved in passing on the faith to young people. How might God use you to do that?


Leader’s Note: Teach Sunday school; volunteer with the youth group or children’s club; choose one child to get to know—begin by talking to him or her on Sundays; choose an individual or group to pray for regularly; when a baby is born, offer assistance to his or her parent(s). 

[Q]
How can you encourage your church in their commitment to young people? 

[Q]
How might you encourage parents who are struggling with their children?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Lew Gervais, director of Pressing Onward support groups, shared this story in Men Of Integrity (3.2): 

Bill is wild haired; his wardrobe for college is jeans and a T-shirt with holes in it. He recently became a believer while attending a campus Bible study. 

Across from campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. One Sunday Bill decides to go there. He walks in late and shoeless. The sanctuary is packed. Bill heads down the aisle looking for a seat. Having nearly reached the pulpit, he realizes there are no empty seats, so he squats down on the carpet. The congregation is feeling uncomfortable. 

Then from the back of the church, a gray-haired elder in a three-piece suit starts walking toward Bill with a cane. The worshipers don’t expect a man in his 80s to understand some college kid on the floor. With all eyes focused on the developing drama, the minister waits to begin his sermon until the elder does what he has to do. 

The elderly man drops his cane on the floor and with great difficulty lowers himself to sit next to Bill. 

What we need in our churches are men and women like this gray-haired elder, who will come alongside our young people and show them the power of a faith lived well.

Action Point: List all the programs your church offers for young people. Consider how as a group you can do something for the volunteers in one of those programs this week. It could be bringing a snack to youth group, offering to clean the church nursery, adopting a youth in the church as a pen pal, etc.
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

King David’s son Solomon was young, and people still thought of David as king. But God let David know that power was already passing to the next generation. Naturally, David had lots of instructions to pass along. But before he made any pronouncements from on high, David prayed for his son—and let his son know he was praying for him.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must prepare the next generation to carry on the faith.

Teaching point two: The next generation catches our passion more than our words. 

[Q]
Which of the following statements best communicates passion for Christ?

1.  I go to church because I was taught that is what you should do.

2.  I go to church because I want to find out all I can about Christ.

3.  I go to church because I want my children to go to church.

4.  I go to church so that God won’t be angry with me.

Teaching point three: It takes a group effort to influence our young people. 

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

What we need in our churches are men and women who will come alongside our young people and show them the power of a faith lived well.
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	Leader’s Guide

Sacrifice Your Ego

Let God decide who does what. You just give your all.

1 Chronicles 29:1–20  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	The program you very carefully planned gets put into someone else’s hands at the last minute. It goes great, and that person gets credit for the success. 

You jump into a new enterprise with every hope it will succeed, and it flops. All your best efforts can’t make it work. 

Where is God at those times? He’s closer than you think. This study examines how to let God make the decisions and have the credit.  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Scripture:
1 Chronicles 29:1–20 

Based on:
The Spiritual Life section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.)  



PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

God often gives you certain responsibilities but doesn’t expect you to do everything. Sometimes he chooses someone else for a job you’d like to do. Sometimes he lets you take a project only so far, then hands it over to someone else. Sometimes he lets you find out the hard way that you can’t do everything. 

In each of those difficult circumstances, you can find reasons to worship him for his wisdom. King David did that after he realized God’s plans were different from his own. David wanted to build a permanent temple in Jerusalem to replace the tabernacle of worship. God said no; the building of the temple would be left to David’s son Solomon. In fact, David would never see it. 

David’s response to disappointment was to make sure Solomon had everything he needed for the future task—and to lead a huge crowd of people in public worship. His prayer pointed everyone’s attention away from himself and toward the Lord.

Discussion starter:

[Q]
Share a time when God took you in a different direction than you thought he would in a task. How did it turn out? What did you learn from the experience?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must give generously and unconditionally to God, trusting him with the outcome.

Read 1 Chronicles 29:1–9. David is a shining example of devotion to God. No wonder God called him a man after his own heart. David wanted to build a temple to God more than anything, but God said no, that Solomon would build it instead. Rather than sulk or express anger, David threw all his support behind Solomon. He not only commissioned Solomon before the whole assembly, but he gave an enormous amount of money and precious commodities toward the building of the temple. When he challenged others to do the same, they followed his lead, ensuring the project’s success. David never lost sight of why he wanted to build the temple—to the glory and honor of God. 

[Q]
What do you find most impressive about this account?

[Q]
Have you ever wanted to do something that God said no to? How did you respond? How should you have responded?

[Q]
What do you think is the key to not caring who gets the credit for a task? 

[Q]
David gave an enormous amount of commodities to the temple. What would be an equivalent for us to give today? 

[Q]
Have you ever been inspired to generosity by someone else’s example, as David inspired the tribes of Israel? If so, tell us about it.

Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us learn to keep a loose hold on our possessions and our lives. 

Activity: Provide everyone in the group a magazine that contains a lot of ads. Ask them to find one item in the magazine that represents something they would love to have or do. Then ask them how they could give that item to God for his glory.

Teaching point two: Our lives should be a prayer to God. 

Read 1 Chronicles 29:10–15. David realized that nothing he had depended on his own ability or cleverness, but that everything came from God. This attitude allowed him to have a loose grip on the things of this world. 

But we don’t have to be wealthy to give of ourselves. Gary Waddingham, rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Billings, Montana, tells this story:

Several years ago, when I was ministering in a small rural community, we had extra food left over from our Christmas basket. I happened to think of a poor family who lived at the edge of town. I packed up the food and drove to their house.

I am never sure how one goes about “doing charity” while preserving the dignity of those who receive the charity. When the woman, surrounded by her several children, answered the door, I thought of a subtle way to offer the food to her.

I asked, “Do you know anyone who could use some extra food?” 

“You bet,” she said as she got her coat and headed toward her car, “Follow me.” 

She took me to people who were poorer than she, people who desperately needed food. Even though she herself needed food, I remember clearly that there was absolutely no hesitation on her part.

For some people, giving is second nature. (Sermonnotes.com)
[Q]
Name all the reasons David found to praise God in this passage.

[Q]
If you were to compose a similar prayer, what kinds of things would you praise God for?

[Q]
How can such a prayer affect our entire lives? What kind of perspective does it give us?

[Q]
Which of the following statements best sums up David’s attitude in this prayer?

1.  God blessed me because I try so hard to please him.

2.  God blessed me even though I don’t deserve it.

3.  God blessed me so that I could provide the wealth for his temple.

4.  God blessed me because I was such a good leader.


Why did you choose the statement you did? How does that affect your relationship with God? Could more than one of these statements be correct? Why or why not?

Teaching point three: We recognize that anything we get to do is a privilege from God. 

Read 1 Chronicles 29:16–20. David delighted in God. He felt blessed and charged the people to remain faithful to such a good God. He would have agreed with William Carey, the great missionary pioneer to India. When Carey was on his deathbed, a young man named Alexander Duff visited him. Duff greatly admired the famous missionary. After a long visit, Carey asked Duff to pray with him. Following the prayer, when Duff turned to leave, he heard Carey’s feeble voice calling him back.

“Mr. Duff,” said Carey, “you have been speaking about ‘Dr. Carey, Dr. Carey.’ When I am gone, say nothing about Dr. Carey. Speak about Dr. Carey’s Savior.” (F. W. Boreham, “William Carey’s Life Text,” Wholesomewords.org)

[Q]
What kind of attitude should we have when God says no to our desire to do something—even something that seems as though it would honor him?

[Q]
What should be our attitude toward the things God does allow us to do?

[Q]
How does praise to God change our attitude about who gets the credit for things?

[Q]
What was David’s overriding concern in verse 18? What should be our overriding concern?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Our lives truly reflect what we are passionate about. Consider this example:

“If somebody offered you $2 million, could you give up sports for two years?” This was the question a sports radio station recently asked its listeners. No games on TV, radio, or in person. No sports page. No ESPN highlight films. No Tuesday morning arguing about Monday Night Football.

One fan phoned in and said no, he would definitely not give up sports, not even for $25 million. “It’s where I turn when I pick up the paper in the morning,” he said. “It’s where I go when I’m on the Internet. It’s what I watch on television. It’s what I listen to on the radio in the car. Everywhere I go, it surrounds everything I do.” (Mark Galli, “The Thirst of the 24/7 Fan,” Christianity Today, 3-28-05)

How much more should be our devotion to God? It should permeate our attitude and our actions.

Action Point: Give everyone in the group an opportunity to mention how they could let God have more control and glory for their attitudes and actions. Close in prayer for them concerning these things.

[image: image7.png]Study Through
the Bible




1 & 2 Chronicles: Passion and Prayer- Study 3
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Participant’s Guide

Sacrifice Your Ego
Let God decide who does what. You just give your all.

1 Chronicles 29:1–20 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	The program you very carefully planned gets put into someone else’s hands at the last minute. It goes great, and that person gets credit for the success. 

You jump into a new enterprise with every hope it will succeed, and it flops. All your best efforts can’t make it work. 

Where is God at those times? He’s closer than you think. This study examines how to let God make the decisions and have the credit. 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Scripture:
1 Chronicles 29:1–20 

Based on:
The Spiritual Life section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.)  


PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

God often gives you certain responsibilities but doesn’t expect you to do everything. Sometimes he chooses someone else for a job you’d like to do. Sometimes he lets you take a project only so far, then hands it over to someone else. Sometimes he lets you find out the hard way that you can’t do everything. 

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We must give generously and unconditionally to God, trusting him with the outcome.

Teaching point two: Our lives should be a prayer to God. 

[Q]
Which of the following statements best sums up David’s attitude in this prayer?

1.  God blessed me because I try so hard to please him.

2.  God blessed me even though I don’t deserve it.

3.  God blessed me so that I could provide the wealth for his temple.

4.  God blessed me because I was such a good leader.


Why did you choose the statement you did? How does that affect your relationship with God? Could more than one of these statements be correct? Why or why not?

Teaching point three: We recognize that anything we get to do is a privilege from God. 

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Our lives truly reflect what we are passionate about. Our devotion to God should permeate our attitude and our actions.
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

Solomon prayed for his people; not just for those present on that day, but for those who would worship in that temple for the nearly 400 years it would stand. His prayer was full of praise: “There is no God like you in heaven or on earth…” (6:14). But Solomon also had a realistic view of his people. Over and over he worried about his people sinning. Suppose someone committed a crime; suppose they sinned and the Lord brought sickness; suppose he became angry enough to let enemies drag them away. In the event of each offense, Solomon begged that if his people repented, the Lord would hear their prayers and forgive.

Discussion starters:

[Q]
Do you regularly pray for your nation? If so, what do you pray? What do you think we should pray for our nation?

[Q]
What do your prayers mostly consist of? What dominates most of your prayers? Why?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We should pray for our nation, community, and family.

Like his father David, Solomon was acutely aware that God had given him a privilege in building the temple. His public prayer can be a model for us as we learn to pray for our nation, our community, and our family. Solomon knew the power of prayer. 

Chuck Sackett shared this story of prayer on PreachingToday.Com:

I grew up outside the church, but when I learned about the God and Country award in the Boy Scouts, I wanted it. If that meant going to church, then that’s what I determined to do.

Each week I walked from my house to the little church building in the next block. I walked past the Rinards’ home every time, and later, I worked for the Rinards, doing yard work. I attended that little church on the next block just long enough to get the award, and then I quit.

Twelve years later, after I became a Christian and a preacher, I learned that Mr. and Mrs. Rinard were in a nursing home nearby. Out of friendship for the family, my wife and I decided to pay them a visit.

After a delightful visit, Gail and I turned to leave. I don’t remember which one of them spoke, but I’ll never forget what they said: “Do you remember when you used to walk to that little church? We’ve not missed one day since, praying that God would do something in your life.”

For 12 years, this elderly couple prayed for me, every day—prayed that God would one day do something in my life. I had no other Christian influence at that time, but eventually I became a Christian and a preacher.

I was prayed into the kingdom. There is simply no other explanation.

Read 2 Chronicles 6:12–42.

[Q]
What kind of impact do you think it had on the nation of Israel to see their king kneel before God their maker?

[Q]
Why did Solomon call God’s covenant with Israel a covenant of love (v. 14)?

[Q]
David, Solomon, and the people provided the materials for the temple, so why does Solomon say that God fulfilled his promise (v. 15)? 

[Q]
What do you think is the answer to Solomon’s question in verse 18, “But will God really dwell on earth with men?” If the answer is no, what was the use of a temple? 


Leader’s Note: See 2 Chronicles 7:12 for an answer.

[Q]
Sum up what Solomon is praying for his nation in verses 22–39. How might this be a good prayer for our nation too?

Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us learn to pray. 

Activity: Solomon’s prayer provides a model for our own praying. Consider kneeling as a group, as he did, and follow his prayer paragraph by paragraph. At each point you can insert descriptions, needs, and temptations of your own particular nation. 

Teaching point two: We should be overwhelmed with God’s goodness, love, and power. 

Read 2 Chronicles 7:1–10. Solomon and the people must have been overwhelmed by this awesome display of God’s power. Surely they talked about it with their children numerous times when they described that day. 

We all need to live in a state of amazement at who God is. In his book, God Is Closer Than You Think, John Ortberg includes this story about the power of prayer:

When my friend Kim was a young girl, her dad pulled the car off the road one day to help a woman change a flat tire. While he was lying under her car, another vehicle accidentally swerved to the shoulder, and in the collision the car was shoved onto his chest. His right thumb was torn off at the joint, five of his ribs were broken, and his left lung was pierced and began filling with blood. His wife, who is barely five-feet-tall, placed her hands on the bumper of the car and prayed, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,” and lifted the car off his chest so he could be dragged out. (Some weeks later she found out that she broke a vertebra in the effort.)

Kim’s father was in a state of shock as he was taken to the hospital. Doctors prepared him for emergency surgery. “His thumb won’t do him any good if he’s dead,” one of them said. His survival was iffy.

Suddenly, spontaneously, the man’s skin changed from ashen to pink. He experienced a miraculous healing. He invited a surprised surgical team to join him in singing “Fairest Lord Jesus.” They did not even bother to hook him up to oxygen. He did not find out until later that this was the precise moment his father-in-law, who was a pastor, had his congregation start to pray for him.

Sometimes these stories come from not-very-credible sources—such as publications sold in grocery checkout lines that also carry news about extraterrestrial creatures secretly playing third base for the Boston Red Sox. In this case, however, the subject was James Loder, a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary. His life was not only saved, but changed. Until then, although he taught at a seminary, God had been mostly an abstract idea to him. Now Jesus became a living Presence. Kim writes that her father’s heart grew so tender that he became known at Princeton as “the weeping professor.” He began to live from one moment to the next in a God-bathed, God-soaked, God-intoxicated world. (Zondervan, 2005, pp. 24–25) 

[Q]
What do you think it means to live in “a God-bathed, God-soaked, God-intoxicated world”?

[Q]
What kind of impact do you think it would have had on the nation of Israel to see God fill the temple? How might that have helped their daily worship?

[Q]
Most of us never see such a miraculous display of God’s power. How can we be overwhelmed by it anyway?

[Q]
What are some ways God has revealed his love, power, and goodness to you personally?

[Q]
How can prayer keep us mindful of that love, power, and goodness?

Teaching point three: We should fear turning our backs on God. 

Read 2 Chronicles 7:11–22. God reassured Solomon that he would indeed listen to Israel’s cry of repentance when they had sinned. But he also made it clear that if Israel did not repent of sin he would punish them. We know from Scripture that Israel turned away from the Lord in the following generation. 

This should be a strong warning to us. God has not given our nation a specific word as he gave Israel at this time, but we can learn from Israel’s mistakes in our own lives. When we turn our backs on God, it will spell disaster—if not in this life, in the life to come.

[Q]
What do you think it meant to Solomon when God said, “My eyes and my heart will always be there” (v. 16)? Why do you think Solomon lost sight of that later in his life?


Leader’s Note: To appease foreign-born wives, he let them build other places of worship throughout Israel. He also must have forgotten the clear warning God gave him in this passage since he didn’t see immediate disaster.

[Q]
What kind of temptations do we face to forsake God? How can we know if we are drifting in that direction before it’s too late?

[Q]
How might each of the following statements indicate a danger of turning our backs on God? 

1.  I quit going to church. There are too many hypocrites there.

2.  I tried reading my Bible, but I couldn’t understand it.

3.  I tried praying, but God never seemed to answer.

4.  I love God, but right now I need to be successful in my job. I don’t have time 

     for anything else.

5.  I love God, but my children are all-consuming. I don’t have time to develop 

     my relationship with him.


What would you tell someone who made any of the above statements to you?

[Q]
How can prayer, like the one Solomon prayed, keep us from drifting away from God?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

If we are to experience the kind of lives God has for us, we must keep up a constant communication with him that is permeated by who he is. As Graham Cook said in “Embracing Change”:

God is consistent, but he is also unpredictable. He is consistent in his nature. You always know where you are with God, but you seldom know what he is going to do next. You cannot find security in what God is doing. There is only security in who God is. (Graham Cook, “Embracing Change,” Quiet Waters Compass, April 2003)

Action Point: Provide everyone in the group pen and paper. Give them an opportunity to write a prayer to God based on Solomon’s prayer. 
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Solomon prayed for his people; not just for those present on that day, but for those who would worship in that temple for the nearly 400 years it would stand. His prayer was full of praise: “There is no God like you in heaven or on earth…” (6:14). But Solomon also had a realistic view of his people. Over and over he worried about his people sinning. Suppose someone committed a crime; suppose they sinned and the Lord brought sickness; suppose he became angry enough to let enemies drag them away. In the event of each offense, Solomon begged that if his people repented, the Lord would hear their prayers and forgive.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: We should pray for our nation, community, and family.

Teaching point two: We should be overwhelmed with God’s goodness, love, and power. 

Teaching point three: We should fear turning our backs on God. 

[Q]
How might each of the following statements indicate a danger of turning our backs on God? 

1.  I quit going to church. There are too many hypocrites there.

2.  I tried reading my Bible, but I couldn’t understand it.

3.  I tried praying, but God never seemed to answer.

4.  I love God, but right now I need to be successful in my job. I don’t have time 

     for anything else.

5.  I love God, but my children are all-consuming. I don’t have time to develop 

     my relationship with him.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

If we are to experience the kind of lives God has for us, we must keep up a constant communication with him that is permeated by who he is. 
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

King Jehoshaphat was in trouble. He was a good king. He’d torn down idols throughout his kingdom. He’d chosen officials to read the Lord’s Law to the people of every city in Judah. He’d appointed civil judges and instructed them to “Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging for man but for the Lord, who is with you whenever you give a verdict” (19:6). He’d made a few mistakes, such as forming an alliance with wicked King Ahab and giving his son to marry Ahab’s daughter. But, for the most part, Jehoshaphat had followed God and led his people to do the same. Yet now he was surrounded by three armies. What could he do? 

Pray. Jehoshaphat stood in the courtyard and worshiped God. He recounted for God their history together. Then he ended with, “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you” (20:12). God did help. In fact, Jehoshaphat’s soldiers never had to lift a weapon.

Did Jehoshaphat change God’s mind? Probably not. Did his prayer prepare him to see the power of God? Certainly. Jehoshaphat learned that he had a battle partner more powerful than even King Ahab. The Lord himself would fight for him. 

So why pray? Prayer admits our own limitations. Prayer opens our eyes to the power of God. 

Discussion starters:

[Q]
Why do you pray? What do you hope will happen as a result of your prayers?

[Q]
Share a time when God answered your prayer beyond what you even imagined.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Even if we don’t know what to pray, we need to have confidence in the One we are praying to.

Read 2 Chronicles 20:1–13. Whatever other mistakes Jehoshaphat had made, he reacted perfectly in this situation. He realized that his only hope was in the Lord, and he desperately wanted his guidance. David would have been proud of him.  

Ajith Fernando gives us a more modern-day example of such a response to prayer:

In 1935, Blasio Kugosi, a schoolteacher in Rwanda, Central Africa, was deeply discouraged by the lack of life in the church and the powerlessness of his own experience. He followed the example of the first Christians and closed himself in for a week of prayer and fasting in his little cottage. He emerged a changed man. He confessed his sins to those he had wronged, including his wife and children. He proclaimed the gospel in the school where he taught, and revival broke out there, resulting in students and teachers being saved. They were called abaka, meaning “people on fire.”

Shortly after that, Blasio was invited to Uganda to share with the Anglican Church there. As he called the leaders to repentance, the fire of the Spirit descended again on the place, with similar results as in Rwanda. Several days later, Blasio died of fever. His ministry lasted only a few weeks, but the revival fires sparked through his ministry swept throughout East Africa and continue to the present. Hundreds of thousands of lives have been transformed over the decades through this mighty East African revival. It all began with a discouraged Christian setting himself apart to seek the fullness of God’s Spirit. (The NIV Application Commentary: Acts, Zondervan, 1998, p. 118)

[Q]
What made Jehoshaphat realize that he was in over his head (v. 2)? Have you ever experienced a similar reaction to circumstances? If so, tell us about it.

[Q]
Why do you think Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast? What does fasting do for the one who is praying?


Leader’s Note: It prepares our hearts to listen to God by removing distractions.

[Q]
The people of Judah also responded beautifully to this call for prayer (v. 4). How might the outcome have been different if they’d rebelled against this call? 

[Q]
Why do you suppose the men brought their wives and children out to pray (v. 13)?

[Q]
Jehoshaphat praised God for all he had done for Israel in the past (v. 6–11). God already knew all these things, so what good did it do for Jehoshaphat to repeat it?


Leader’s Note: It reassured Jehoshaphat and his people of God’s faithfulness and their right to ask him for help. 

[Q]
What do you think Jehoshaphat meant when he said “our eyes are upon you” (v. 12)?

Teaching point two: When God answers our prayers, we need to respond in obedience and thankfulness. 

Read 2 Chronicles 20:14–19. God’s answer to Jehoshaphat’s prayer was immediate. He spoke through Jahaziel to give a clear and specific answer. He told them not to be afraid because the battle belonged to the Lord. He told them to march against the enemy and directed them exactly to where they should go. Their part was to simply stand firm (v. 17). 

They accepted this instruction at face value, then fell down in worship, while the Levites stood up and praised God with a loud voice. 

The medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas said, “We pay God honor and reverence, not for his sake (because he is of himself full of glory to which no creature can add anything), but for our own sake.”

[Q]
God rarely answers prayers as immediately as he answered this prayer. Why do you think he did so in this case? 

[Q]
How can we handle it when God doesn’t answer so immediately? Why would he sometimes wait?

[Q]
The answer to Jehoshaphat’s prayer demanded obedience. Give some examples of how the answers to your prayers might demand obedience.

[Q]
How often do you praise God when he answers your prayers? Name the last time you did so.

[Q]
How might we learn to praise God when he answers our prayers?

[Q]
How would you praise God for the following unexpected answers to prayer?

1.  You prayed for money to buy food, but a neighbor shared their garden with 

     you instead.

2.  You prayed for a great marriage, but God gave you a trying one instead.

3.  You prayed for a child of your own, but God gave you an adopted child instead.

4.  You prayed for a good job, but God gave you a difficult boss.

Teaching point three: God often chooses to work in a way we couldn’t imagine, but that builds our faith. 

Read 2 Chronicles 20:20–30. Incredibly, Israel had to do absolutely nothing to win this battle. They simply showed up when it was over and collected the plunder. Never has there been a battle where the main component was singing! 

Missionary Gracia Burnham, who was held captive by terrorists in the Philippines for more than a year and whose husband was killed during the rescue, writes:

Sometimes I wonder, Why did Martin die when everyone was praying he wouldn’t? Why does Scripture lead you to believe that if you pray a certain way, you’ll get what you pray for? People all over the world were praying that we’d both get out alive, but we didn’t. 

Her questions made her realize it isn’t always easy to comprehend God’s nature:

I used to have this concept of what God is like, and how life’s supposed to be because of that. But in the jungle, I learned I don’t know as much about God as I thought I did. I don’t have him in a theological box anymore. What I do know is that God is God, and I’m not. The world’s in a mess because of sin, not God. Some awful things may happen to me, but God does what is right. And he makes good out of bad situations. (Corrie Cutrer, “Soul Survivor”; Today’s Christian Woman, July/Aug 2003, p. 50)

[Q]
Why do you think Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord as they led the army?

[Q]
They sang, “Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.” What good would it have done to sing those words?

[Q]
Why doesn’t God always answer prayer in such a direct and effortless way? 

[Q]
What was the result of Israel’s obedience (v. 30)?

Optional Activity

Purpose: To give us a glimpse into the unexpected ways God often works. 

Activity: Break into groups of three or four. Ask each person to share how God answered one of their prayers in a completely unexpected way. Ask them to share how they thought God was going to answer their prayer compared to how he did. Let them share why they think God answered their prayer in that way.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Pastor Greg Asimakoupolos points out what prayer does for us:

The movie Shadowlands portrays the joy and pain of the relationship between C. S. Lewis and American writer Joy Gresham. A growing friendship led to a marriage of convenience. The Oxford professor wed the single mother in a secret, civil ceremony so that Joy could gain English citizenship. Eventually it was discovered that Joy had terminal cancer, and Lewis realized his love for her.

Joy’s cancer went into temporary remission, and for a season she and Lewis experienced the depth of committed Christian love. During this time, an Anglican priest talked with Lewis about prayer. In their conversation, we hear a mature description of how prayer works.

The priest said, “I know how hard you’ve been praying. And now God is answering your prayer.”

Lewis responded, “That’s not why I pray, Harry. I pray because I can’t help myself. I pray because I’m helpless. I pray, I pray because the need flows out of me all the time—waking and sleeping. It doesn’t change God; it changes me.” (PreachingToday.Com)

Action Point: Ask each person in the group to share how prayer has changed them. Then ask how they would like prayer to continue to change them. Pray for each other for these changes.
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

King Jehoshaphat was in trouble. He was a good king. He’d torn down idols throughout his kingdom. He’d chosen officials to read the Lord’s Law to the people of every city in Judah. He’d appointed civil judges and instructed them to “Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging for man but for the Lord, who is with you whenever you give a verdict” (19:6). He’d made a few mistakes, such as forming an alliance with wicked King Ahab and giving his son to marry Ahab’s daughter. But, for the most part, Jehoshaphat had followed God and led his people to do the same. Yet now he was surrounded by three armies. What could he do? Pray. 

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Even if we don’t know what to pray, we need to have confidence in the One we are praying to.

Teaching point two: When God answers our prayers, we need to respond in obedience and thankfulness. 

[Q]
How would you praise God for the following unexpected answers to prayer?

1.  You prayed for money to buy food, but a neighbor shared their garden with 

     you instead.

2.  You prayed for a great marriage, but God gave you a trying one instead.

3.  You prayed for a child of your own, but God gave you an adopted child instead.

4.  You prayed for a good job, but God gave you a difficult boss.

Teaching point three: God often chooses to work in a way we couldn’t imagine, but that builds our faith. 

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Prayer is a relationship with God, not a way to get what we want. As we get to know him better and learn to trust him with our lives, we can have confidence in him and learn to obey him.  Such a relationship with God will fill us with thankfulness.
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Scripture:
2 Chronicles 29:1–36 

Based on:
The Spiritual Life section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 



PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the Participant’s Guide included at the end of this study.

King Hezekiah provides an excellent model of what to do when we don’t feel God’s presence.  Second Chronicles 29 includes many examples of worship. The people gathered at their place of worship and confessed their sin, asking for God’s forgiveness. They made music with instruments, knelt down and prayed, repeated the writings of great spiritual leaders from the past, brought offerings, sang joyful praises to God, thanked him, and asked his blessing.

It’s hard to worship when God seems distant, but God invites you to worship him anyway. When you discipline yourself to worship (even when you don’t feel like it), you sometimes become aware of something you didn’t notice before—that God has been with you all the time.

Discussion starters:

[Q]
Recount a time when you didn’t feel God’s presence, but worshiped him anyway. What happened to your feelings when you did that?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: To know God’s presence, we must put away sin.

Read 2 Chronicles 29:1–11. Hezekiah understood clearly that what was wrong with Israel was their failure to worship the one true God. The first thing he did in his reign was to restore the temple and assemble the priests to get things back on track. He publicly confessed the nation’s sin and reestablished their relationship with God.  

We can learn from Hezekiah’s example. If we feel distant from God, it could be our sin that has driven us from him. Have you refused to obey God in some area of your life? If so, you have cut off communication with him. You can’t talk to him about one area as you actively disobey him in another.

[Q]
Why does sin make us feel distant from God?

[Q]
How can we know if sin is what is causing us to feel distant from him?


Leader’s Note: The Holy Spirit will make clear to you if sin is the problem. He will clearly and specifically bring to mind what you’ve done wrong. If you simply feel a vague guilt that you don’t know the cause of, it is probably false guilt and is not the cause of the distance you feel from God. 

[Q]
What kind of things did Hezekiah confess as sin in this passage? How might we use his confession as a way to test our own relationship with God?


Leader’s Note: Have I given my life to God (v. 5)? Have I gotten rid of sin (v. 5–6)? Have I turned my face away from God (v. 6)? Have I refused to worship God (v. 7)?

[Q]
How can you follow Hezekiah’s example and make a covenant with God (v. 10)? 


Leader’s Note: By making a commitment to follow him.

Teaching point two: To know God’s presence, we must consecrate ourselves to God. 

Read 2 Chronicles 29:15–19. We don’t know exactly what the priests did to consecrate the temple, but it probably included getting rid of all idols and restoring it to be a worthy place to worship God.

So how does that apply to our lives? We also need to put away all idols, which is anything you love more than God. What are you worshiping above all else? Do you want to have a successful career more than anything? Do you want a happy marriage more than anything? Do you want children more than anything? Do you want comfort more than anything? None of these things are bad in themselves, but if we want them more than God, they become idols.

To gain victory over idols, we have to get rid of them. We have to be willing to worship God no matter what it means to our career, marriage, future, or comfort. Perhaps worshiping God will mean that all those things will be better. Or perhaps it will mean that we might have to sacrifice our career ambitions, our right to our dream marriage, or our right to a comfortable life. 

[Q]
Name some other “idols” that we tend to worship.

[Q]
What idols are you tempted toward? How could you begin to renounce those idols?

[Q]
What would it mean for you to consecrate yourself to God?

[Q]
Why would failure to consecrate ourselves to God cause us to fail to feel his presence?

Teaching point three: To know God’s presence, we must worship him even when we don’t feel like it. 

Read 2 Chronicles 29:20–36. If you’ve confessed your sin and consecrated yourself to God and still don’t feel God’s presence, then try simply worshiping him anyway. As you praise God, you begin to realize why he is worthy of praise. Simply thanking him for his blessings makes us understand how privileged we are. Praising him for his goodness, love, and majesty overwhelms us with all the reasons we should praise him. 

As Mark Horst said in The Christian Century:

I am dismayed by the popular phrase “worship experience” to describe the church’s corporate worship. Worship has the capacity to transform us, because it focuses our hearts and minds on God—God seen in one another, in ourselves and in the world around us. However, the phrase “worship experience” suggests that worship is important because it induces feelings. In this context worship is focused more on the worshiper than on the One worshipped. ... We need to ask ourselves what a true worship experience is so that if we had one, we could recognize it. (Nov. 11, 1987, Christianity Today, Vol. 32, no. 2)

[Q]
Why must we sometimes ignore our feelings to worship God?

[Q]
How can praising God transform our attitude?

[Q]
Which of the following statements do you find most helpful as a reason to praise God? Why?

1.  Things could always be worse.

2.  I should always try to look at the bright side of things.

3.  God is worthy of praise even if everything seems to be going wrong.

4.  I get to know God better when things go wrong.

Optional Activity

Purpose: To help us understand how praising God brings us closer to him. 

Activity: Suggest how praising God might help each of the following people:

· Susan was passed over for a promotion she thought she was going to get.

· Robert’s fiancé just called off their wedding.

· Brad’s business just burned to the ground. 

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

We learn from Hezekiah the value of confessing our sin, consecrating ourselves to God, and praising God no matter what. But why should we worship God? As Terry Fullam said in his sermon, “Worship: What We’re Doing, and Why”: 

All of us know people who have to be assured of the beauty of their face or the truth of their ideas or the excellence of their virtue. We think there’s something wrong with a person who has to be told over and over again how great he is. Is our God like that? Is our God like the wicked queen in Snow White, who stood before the mirror and said, “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is fairest of us all?”

“Oh, you are, Lord. Surely, you are.”

Is that the kind of God we have? If so, I seriously suggest you walk out of this church and have nothing to do with him. (Preaching Today, Tape No. 102)

We don’t praise God to stoke his ego. We praise God because we need him desperately. By praising him, we learn who he is and why he can be trusted.

Action Point: Close in praise to God. Open your Bibles to Psalm 100. Read the first verse and ask someone in the group to praise God based on this verse. Proceed to verse two until you’ve read and prayed through the entire psalm.
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	Participant’s Guide

Practice Worship
How can I make God’s presence real in my life?

2 Chronicles 29:1–36 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Sometimes you may tramp through your days hoping God will announce that he’s with you. While you aren’t looking for bright lights or a thundering voice from heaven, you’d like at least some sense of his presence—an inner warmth that says, I am with you; a small symbol that whispers, I am a gift from God. Sometimes, in God’s kindness, that’s exactly what happens. You know God is there. But other times, when you feel the greatest need, God seems totally absent. What can you do then?
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Scripture:
2 Chronicles 29:1–36 

Based on:
The Spiritual Life section of the Woman’s Life Bible (2001, Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 


PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

It’s hard to worship when God seems distant, but God invites you to worship him anyway. When you discipline yourself to worship (even when you don’t feel like it), you sometimes become aware of something you didn’t notice before—that God has been with you all the time.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: To know God’s presence, we must put away sin.

Teaching point two: To know God’s presence, we must consecrate ourselves to God. 

Teaching point three: To know God’s presence, we must worship him even when we don’t feel like it. 

[Q]
Which of the following statements do you find most helpful as a reason to praise God? Why?

1.  Things could always be worse.

2.  I should always try to look at the bright side of things.

3.  God is worthy of praise even if everything seems to be going wrong.

4.  I get to know God better when things go wrong.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

We learn from Hezekiah the value of confessing our sin, consecrating ourselves to God, and praising God no matter what. But why should we worship God? We don’t praise God to stoke his ego. We praise God because we need him desperately. By praising him, we learn who he is and why he can be trusted.
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